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Abstract:
For centuries, the Silk Road has been a vital artery
connecting the East and the West, carrying within it trade,
thought, and the arts, while serving as a bridge between distant
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civilizations. Arabic calligraphy played a significant role along
this historical route—not merely as a tool for recording but as a
cultural identity, a medium for transmitting knowledge and
sciences, and a conduit for civilizational exchange between
nations. This study explores the profound impact of Arabic
calligraphy within the expanse of the Silk Road, tracing its
journey from the Arabian Peninsula to the farthest reaches of the
East. It investigates the reciprocal influence between Arabic
calligraphy and the writing traditions of Asian civilizations,
particularly in China. However, this field of knowledge remains
largely underexplored, with a noticeable scarcity of academic
studies that examine it in depth. Thus, this research serves as a
valuable scholarly contribution to both Chinese and Arabic
academic literature, addressing a critical gap in this domain. The
significance of this study is further amplified in light of the
growing strategic relations between the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and the People’s Republic of China, particularly in the
cultural sphere. It underscores the deep historical interaction
between the Arab and Chinese worlds and highlights the role of
Arabic calligraphy in establishing bridges of communication
between them over the centuries. In my commitment to
transforming this research from a theoretical exploration into a
tangible reality, | have translated it into Chinese, and it is
currently in the process of being published in a Chinese
academic journal—a step aimed at strengthening cultural
exchange and making this civilizational heritage accessible to
scholars and researchers in China. This research integrates
historical analysis with geographical perspectives and artistic
study, documenting the influence of Chinese culture on the
formation of traditional Arabic arts, particularly Arabic
calligraphy, and the extent of Arabic cultural influence on the
aesthetic structure of Eastern scripts. Consequently, its
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contribution extends beyond enriching the study of calligraphy to
opening new avenues for understanding the profound cultural
interplay fostered by the Silk Road—transforming it from a mere
commercial route into a path for intellectual, artistic, and
civilizational exchange.
Keywords: Arabic Calligraphy — Silk Road — Cultural and
Civilizational Interaction — Kingdom of Saudi Arabia — People’s
Republic of China.
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