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ABSTRACT

Architectural design is a manifestation of expressing the culture of societies, which
in turn represents a set of customs, traditions, and interactions between people and
their built environment. Connecting each society to its heritage is one of the
prevailing architectural design approaches in the world. Hence, it should be
recognized that inspiration from heritage-based architecture requires a thorough
consideration of symbolism, function, ambiance, and the surrounding environment.
Mosque architecture has definite and distinguished characteristics, and features
that have continued through different eras which reflect their function and spiritual
importance for Islamic societies. Although the fundamental design principles and
components of mosque architecture are common to all Islamic countries, they have
been implemented in various forms and details closely related to each society's
cultural, environmental, artistic, and social background. However, new
technologies and innovative construction trends have influenced contemporary
mosques' architectural design, particularly the fundamental architectural features of
mosque. Building new projects that are authentic and modern is therefore essential
to reviving architectural and cultural heritage and ensuring heritage sustainability.
Literature emphasizes the importance of recognizing architectural heritage
terminology to design contemporary architectural forms that are both locally
distinctive and culturally significant. Furthermore, it is necessary to avoid copying
and transferring heritage vocabulary in inappropriate contexts when producing
architectural designs that are relevant to heritage. Instead, one should use the
characteristics of heritage vocabulary, which are rich in symbolic meanings and
connotations, after integrating them with the fundamentals and principles of
design, such as unity, repetition, and proportion, which are among the design
principles for Islamic art and architecture. This comes with the possibility of
employing different approaches in design such as addition and subtraction with
innovative investment in modern technology and renewable construction
techniques. Therefore, the research addresses the prevailing trends in contemporary
mosque architecture and the architectural employment of heritage vocabulary in
the design of contemporary mosques.

The research problem lies in the challenges facing contemporary mosque
architecture with the multiplicity of architectural ideas and theories that emerged in
the twentieth century and the subsequent digital revolution and technological
development. "Resistance to change™ and "attempt to renew" were among these
challenges facing contemporary mosque architecture to date. The research problem
raised the following questions: What are the creative trends that the architect can
resort to in mosque architecture in the future? What are the heritage vocabularies
and features that can be inspired in contemporary mosque architecture? To what
extent can the designer use the language of modernity in mosque design while
maintaining a connection to local heritage? What is the role of renewal attempts to
inspire heritage in preserving the visual and symbolic value of the mosque and its
social status? Therefore, the research aim lies in monitoring the current
architectural employment of heritage vocabulary in the design of contemporary
mosques and deducing their characteristics. The research hypothesis is that there
is always a relationship between heritage and modernity in shaping the
architectural output of mosques in the future. The importance of the research is
evident in identifying the methods of architectural creativity in inspiring heritage
and its design vocabulary and how to employ it architecturally in the design of
contemporary mosques, which provide an important reference for researchers,
architects, and designers when making design decisions for mosques’ design in the
future. The research addresses a theoretical framework for understanding the
problem of continuity between heritage and modernity in the architectural output
of mosques. Therefore, the researcher was keen to use the descriptive analytical
approach as a research method by applying a case study approach on some
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contemporary models of mosques to analyze the various methods of architectural
heritage inspiration in the design of the selected case studies. The research
proceeds in two axes: the first axis consisting of two sections; the first one deals
with the research introduction and the research procedures which consist of the
research problem, objectives, hypothesis, the research importance and the
methodology followed in the research. The second section presents a literature
review of the gap between architectural heritage and globalization, authenticity,
and innovation in mosque architecture. It then identifies the fundamental design
principles in mosque architecture. The current architectural trends in mosque
architecture and the impact of technological development on the design of
contemporary mosques are discussed. The second axis presents a descriptive
analytical study on some models of contemporary mosques located in different
geographical areas, to analyze the methods of heritage inspiration in the design
formation. Five key components of the mosque's architectural composition were
the primary focus of the descriptive analysis: 1- Lines; 2- External architectural
structure; 3- Geometric shapes; 4- Minaret; and 5- Entrance formation. The
research ends with presenting results and recommendations for researchers,
architects, and designers to use as a reference for recognizing the employment
methods of heritage vocabulary in contemporary architecture to achieve the
functional and spiritual values of mosques. The study concludes that there is a
permanent relationship between heritage and modernity in shaping the architectural
output of contemporary mosques, which constitutes an approach to mosque
architecture in the future. The research results show that there have been many
innovative attempts to draw inspiration from heritage using symbolism and
abstraction approaches to express the visual identity of the mosque and its social
status. Contemporary mosque architecture models were able to break out of the
dominance image of traditional mosque elements and tried to reproduce them in a
different way that includes innovation, boldness and simplification. The research
recommends that heritage inspiration in contemporary mosque architecture
requires a great effort from colleges and academic institutions specialized in
studying architecture, and interest in heritage sustainability and continuity in
contemporary architecture to preserve the identity of societies in the future. It is
also recommended to integrate modern construction techniques and advanced
construction technology in the design and implementation of contemporary
mosque architecture in a way that achieves a connection with local heritage in an
innovative and creative way.
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