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Abstract:
The novel works with history, viewing it as a source of
inspiration and creativity, as it opens wide imaginative
horizons and stimulates curiosity and the allure of researching
hidden truths or mysterious events. It brings to light
characters surrounded by secrets. Arab literature has turned
toward this inexhaustible narrative source, attempting to
rewrite it, revive its characters from their graves, and present
them in new forms that blend historical facts with narrative
1magination.
Algerian literature ventured into this narrative field,
attempting to rewrite history, and soon the results of this
historical narrative genre appeared in the novel writing
landscape. The Algerian novelist Wasini al-A'raj is considered
a pioneer of this hybrid genre. He ventured into historical
narration, questioning, critiquing, and interpreting its
mysteries through distinctive works, including his novel The
Prince, which traces the life of Emir Abdelkader, the founder
of modern Algeria. This historical figure has sparked
significant political and historical debate, with some elevating
him to the status of a national hero, a symbol of chivalry and
true piety, while a minority seeks to undermine his stature

and accuse him of betrayal and abandoning the cause. Wasini
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tried to uncover the truth, justify this figure, and examine his
defeats, tracing the events leading up to his surrender and his
gift of his horse and weapon to the French emperor.
This research paper aims to study this historical narrative
achievement, exploring its narrative challenges and
distinguishing between the historical and the fictional artistic
elements.
Keywords: The Prince, Monsieur, The Iron Gates,
Historical Novel, Wasini al-A'raj.
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