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Economic crises and customary marriage among women
A field study
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Economic crises and customary marriage among women

A field study

Abstract

The current research aims to identify the basic factors that lead women to
customary marriage, identify the effects resulting from customary marriage,
reveal the mechanisms that help eliminate the phenomenon of customary
marriage, and determine how to preserve women's rights and confront the most
important problems they suffer from when they enter into customary marriage.
The case study approach was used, and the research was conducted on a
deliberate or purposeful sample consisting of (15) cases of women who entered
into customary marriage, in addition to interviewing (6) employees of legal
affairs and insurance in Damietta city. The data collection process relied on
some methodological tools represented by the in-depth interview.

The research revealed several results, the most important of which are:
Economic factors came at the forefront of the reasons; as the research cases
resort to customary marriage to ensure their continued receipt of the pension of
one of the parents or their deceased husband, especially since the majority of
the research sample are divorced and widowed. It also concluded that there are
no criminal penalties or a deterrent law that prevents customary marriage,
which was confirmed by the majority of cases when reporting customary
marriage and referring them to legal affairs to return the financial amounts only.
Ignorance of religious matters may also be a reason for the spread of customary
marriage cases. As for the problems resulting from it, it was found that women's
rights were lost due to the difficulty of proving marriage due to the lack of a
legal document in general, and the loss of children's rights and proving lineage,
especially after reporting customary marriages, and not bearing the
responsibility of spending on and caring for children, and feeling that she is of
lesser importance and value compared to a woman who is officially married,
and feeling anxious about the future as a result of the poor economic situation
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and the cessation of her government pension. The research recommended the
necessity of awareness of the danger of customary marriage and keenness to
document the contract, and verify the legal pillars and conditions. It also
recommends reviewing the laws and reasons that led to the spread of customary
marriage, including research into updating the pension law for divorcees and
widows, and finding a better alternative for them, to prevent them from entering
into customary marriage with the aim of preserving the pension of divorcees
and widows. The research also recommends imposing a deterrent penalty on
those who neglect to document the marriage contract and enter into customary
marriage, due to the resulting manipulation of the law and exposure to the loss
of rights.

Keywords: Economic crisis. Customary marriage.. Anomie theory.
Opportunity Structure theory. General Strain Theory
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