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The eloquence of the missionary discourse
in Abd al-Hamid al-Katib’s letter to his family
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Abstract

This research aims to unveil the eloquence of epistolary
discourse in Abd Al-Hamid Al-Katib's letter to his family. It seeks
to identify the extent to which the author employs rhetorical
devices and stylistic features to achieve the goals of persuasion,
amusement, and arousal in the recipient, as well as to convey the
message's content and fulfill its purpose of advising and guiding
against worldly temptations. This letter was chosen because it
represents an exemplary model of the art of epistolography in the
Umayyad era, and because it contains numerous stylistic and
exEresswe features that clearly reflect the creative level. To
achieve these objectives, the research relied on the analytical
approach, which involves deconstructing the structural
components of the letter, examining the rhetorical and stylistic
images it represents, and identifying the apparent and deep
meanings it signifies and their impact on convincing the recipient
and eIevatinf] epistolary discourse to the horizon of creativity. The
research yielded several results, the most important of which are:
the diversity of rhetorical and stylistic devices in the letter, each of
which contributed to achieving the goal of persuasion and
enjoyment, such as metaphors, metonymy, the conditional style,
verb and noun forms, conjunctions and representation letters, and
rhythm, as rhetorical devices and styles of a persuasive nature to
prove the writer's idea that he wants to convey to the recipient.
Abd Al-Hamid also relied on sensory images as a rhetorical
approach, which contributed to the eloquence of epistolary
discourse. He also drew inspiration for many of them from the
Arab environment, which made their reception and acceptance
stronger and more intense. This pictorial aspect made the
discourse more likely to be persuasive in light of its reliance on
evidence from images. Abd Al-Hamid relied on direct directive
discourse because It was the most appropriate for advising his
family and warning them against the temptations of the world.
The elements of the letter, with its various rhetorical, stylistic, and
semantic types, also came together to fulfill the writer's goal of
arousing and convincing the recipient of the message's content in

the context of advice and guidance.

~Keywords: Rhetorical discourse, Epistolary art, Rhetorical
devices, Stylistic features, Persuasion, Argumentation.
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