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Books Borrowing and Its Regulations in Andalusia during the Umayyad Era
(138-422 AH / 755-1030 CE)

Abstract:

The book is considered the primary vessel and transmitter of
culture, even in the face of the abundance of knowledge-sharing mediums
available today. Books had attained a significant position within Islamic
civilization, with scholars and rulers across various Islamic states vying to
acquire rare books. They were keen on establishing magnificent libraries,
bringing books to them, copying them, and even translating them from
other languages. As a result, these libraries overflowed with various works
in different fields of knowledge.

The book trade flourished throughout the Islamic world, especially
in the Maghreb and Andalusia. It was a profitable business, even during
times of Islamic civilization's decline. This prosperity can be attributed to
the vast expanse of the Islamic world and the unwavering dedication of its
people, both in the western and eastern parts, to seek and preserve
knowledge.

Despite the prosperity of the book trade, many diligent students
did not have the opportunity to acquire these books due to their high
prices. They found their desire fulfilled with the libraries of scholars,
private collectors, or the public libraries and book repositories established
by the caliphs and sultans. The reading halls of these libraries were filled
with eager students, Nevertheless, this was not enough for them, as many
needed to possess the books and review them at home for longer periods of
time. Hence, the concept of book borrowing emerged. This practice was
regulated by a set of rules, and violators faced punishment. The research
delves into the concept of borrowing, its regulations, ethics, and types. It
begins with an overview of cultural life in Andalusia during the research
period.

Keywords: books, borrowing, Andalusia, cultural life, Caliph al-Mustansir
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- Anthony Cutler: Gifts and Gift Exchange as Aspects of the Byzantine,

Arab, and Related Economies: Vol. 55 (2001), pp. 247-278.
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