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Abstract
Mechanisms of Evoking Hanukkah Events in Modern Hebrew
Children's Poetry Through the Poem ""This Is What Happened at
Hanukkah™ by Alterman
The poem has two titles: “This is what happened at Hanukkah,” and “This
is what happened at Hanukkah. It is a great miracle that happened here.”
Both titles are found on a children’s poetry collection published in 2001.
Although the first edition of this poem was in a collection entitled “A
Modern Children’s Poem” in 1933, four years after the poem’s author,
Alterman, returned from his trip to study agricultural engineering in France,
despite this large time difference, and despite the death of the poet himself in
1970, this poem has remained, generation after generation, passed on and
circulated by children. Indeed, publishing houses are re-publishing it in
modern poetry editions, and the poem is taught in Israeli schools, and a
number of artists and performers have sung it in plays on the occasion of
Hanukkah. This matter calls for examining the objectives of this treatment in
modern Hebrew children’s literature. Especially in poetry, the poet
Alterman's orientations and his affiliation with the "Complete Land of Israel”
group also arouse research curiosity to understand the reasons for his desire
to write children’s literature and his choice of subjects for this literature, and
the reasons for this poem's great reputation and widespread fame, which
extended for several years after the death of its author.
The poem clearly evokes a mixture of delighting the child with the
story and the music of poetry to cultivate his taste, understanding, and
distinction, and raising the child as a soldier fighting in an ongoing battle
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from which there is no escape. This is evident in a number of mechanisms
for invoking the events of Hanukkah as a tool to connect the child to the
issues of war and victory as a foundation.
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