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“de te pendentis, te respicientis amici.

Ad summam : sapiens uno minor est love, dives,
liber, honoratus, pulcher,_rex denique regum

praecipue sanus, nisi cum pituita molesta est.” (Hor.Ep.l.1.105-
108)
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“utile proposuit nobis exemplar Ulixen,
qui domitor Troiae multorum providus urbes
et mores hominum inspexit, latumque per aequor,
dum sibi, dum soeiis reditum parat, aspera multa
pertulit, adversis rerum immersabilis undis.
Sirenum voces et Circae pocula nosti ;
quae si cum soeiis stultus cupidusque bibisset,
sub domina meretrice fuisset turpis et excors,
vixisset canis immundus vel amica luto sus.
Nos numerus sumus et fruges consumere nati,
sponsi Penelopae nebulones, Alcinoique
in cute curanda plus aequo operata iuventus,
cui piilchrum fuit in medios dormire dies” (Hor.Ep.l.11.18-30)

10 Cf., Hor., Ep. 1. 1. 26-30.
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“dimidium facti qui coepit habet ; sapere aude

incipe ! qui recte vivendi' prorogat horam,

13 Wickham. E. C., (1903), Horace for English Reader, University of oxford,
New York, p. 268.
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“Debes hoc etiam rescribere, sit tibi curae

16, Oswald. A., (1981), " The Interpretation of Horace’s Epistles", ANRW,
(21), pp.1847-1848.

Smart. C., (1894), The works of Horace, Translated literally into English
prose, Harper's Classical library, New york, p. 233.
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The Oxford Classical Dictionary, (OCD) (1979), ed. by Hammond. N. G.L.,
and Scullard. H. H., Second Edition, Oxford.
18 Cf., Hor., Ep. I. I11. 30-35
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vivitis, indigni fraternum rumpere foedus,” (Hor.,Ep.1.111.30-35)
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nee si te validus iactaverit Auster in alto,

ideirco navem trans Aegaeum mare vendas.
Incolumi Rhodos et Mytilene pulchra faeit quod

20 Mayer. R., (1994 ), Horace, Epistles Book I , Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, p. 131.
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caecus iter monstrare velit ; tamen aspice si quid
et nos, quod cures proprium fecisse, loquamur.” (Hor. Ep.I.XVII.
1-5)
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22 .Gunther. H. C., (2013), Brill's Companion to Horace, Leiden, Boston,
Brill, p. 422.
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23 Greenough. J. B., (1902), The Satires and Epistles of Horace, Mary's
University Library, San Atonio
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16)
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%6 Wickham. E. C., (1903), p. 236 .
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“victor propositi simul ac perveneris illuc,
sic positum servabis onus, ne forte sub ala
fasciculum portes librorum ut rusticus agnum,

ut vinosa glomus furtivae Pyrria lanae,
ut cum pilleolo soleas conviva tribulis.” (Hor.,Ep.1.XI11l. 11-15)
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De Pretis. A., (2014), Epistolary in the First Book of Horace's Epistles,

Georgias Press Llc,
USA, p. 3.
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invitus. fuge magna : licet sub paupere tecto
reges et regum vita praecurrere amicos.
Cervus equum pugna melior communibus herbis
pellebat, donee minor in certamine longo
imploravit opes hominis frenumque recepit
sed postquam victor violins discesisit ab hoste,
non equitem dorso, non frenum depulit ore.
sic qui pauperiem veritus potiore metallis

libertate caret, dominum veliet improbus atque
serviet aeternum, quia parvo nesciet uti > (Hor.,Ep.1.X.31-41)
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et neglecta solent incendia sumere vires.” (Hor.,Ep.l. XVIII. 80-
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Abstract:
""'Simile in the First Book of Horace’s
Epistles:Lingustic Study"*

This study aims to analyse the role of simile as one of the
elements of figurative language in clarifying the ideas of the poet
Horace in the first book of Epistles. It highlights how this element
contributes to adding depth and appeal to his writings. The
research explores the types of similes Horace employed and their
impact on simplifying and elucidating abstract ideas, thereby
enhancing the reader’s connection to the Epistles and giving them
a human and relatable character.

The study also discusses the multiple objectives Horace sought to
achieve through similes, such as conveying wisdom and
philosophical concepts, affirming moral values, and adding a
humorous touch that brings his Epistles closer to the reader. The
analysis includes diverse examples illustrating Horace’s use of
similes as a means of simplifying complex social and political
themes, reflecting his profound understanding of human nature
and his ability to employ rhetoric in a manner that makes his ideas
more comprehensible and persuasive. Furthermore, the study
emphasizes how Horace used similes not only to add artistic
beauty but also to create imagery that conveys values and virtues,
enhancing the reader’s interaction with the Epistles and inviting
deeper reflection on their content. The research demonstrates that
similes were an expressive tool that went beyond mere
clarification, imparting a philosophical and prose-like spirit to the
text. This underscores Horace’s status as one of the most
prominent and influential poets in Latin literature. The analysis
also highlights his profound understanding of literary art and his
ability to blend simplicity and depth in a style that overflows with
creativity.

Key words: Simile, Horace, First book, Epistles, Linguistics
Analysis.
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