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An Attempt to Preserve the Archive of A Deceased Patriarch
A descriptive Study of the Manuscript of the Patriarchal
Library of Theology No. 110 - 299 General
D. Ibrahim Sawiris
Assistant Professor of Coptic Studies, Faculty of Archeology,
Sohag University

Abstract:

This paper is a recent study of the manuscript preserved in the
Coptic Orthodox Patriarchal Library in Cairo under the number 110
Theology - 299 General. This manuscript has not been fully published.
The manuscript comprises a number of texts compiled from older
theological texts. The manuscript also includes quotations from the
papers of Patriarch Joannis XIII No. 94 shortly after his passing. It
includes the death date of Patriarch Gabriel V No. 95, and some
documenting texts written by the scribe of the manuscript, which are
only related to the circumstances and time of composition.

The manuscript is written in intermediate Arabic with few
exceptions, as a few Coptic words are used in some headings. It is an
important document about the Coptic Church in the sixteenth century
at the time of two famous patriarchs who witnessed the transition from
Mamluk to Ottoman rule of Egypt. The importance of the manuscript
comes from the study of the quality of theological texts of Greek origin
attributed to famous saints of the fourth and fifth centuries and raises
multiple questions about how these texts reached the Copts in the
sixteenth century, and what kind of religious culture was available at
the time.

The manuscript confuses plagiarized and authentic texts and
does not differentiate between what was written directly in Arabic and
what was translated from Greek. This study also reviews the
information available about the manuscript in the older references and
corrects the reading of its colophons. In general, this study aims to open
the discussion about this manuscript and its content, and to draw
attention to the collection of theological manuscripts in the Patriarchal
Library in general, which have not received appropriate attention.



Keywords: Deceased patriarch, Manuscript, Theological
Manuscripts, Copts, Saints.
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