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The Role of The Kindergarten Teacher in
Rooting National Identity Through Visual Arts

Dr\ Khloud Maged Mohammed
Abstract:

Preserving the national identity of the child is a pivotal and inevitable
issue for all societies in the face of cultural openness. As children are exposed
to multiple cultures simultaneously, some of which align with their own
culture and identity, while others may conflict with them. Additionally,
various cultural changes and technological challenges, such as globalization,
have significantly impacted national identity by introducing Western
influences and altering established concepts, customs, and values within
Egyptian society. It is clear that one of the most important methods of
preserving a child's national identity is to introduce the dimensions of this
identity at an early age, fostering a sense of connection and belonging
between the child and their homeland.

The kindergarten teacher holds a crucial responsibility in instilling the

different dimensions of national identity, nurturing a generation that is more
attached to its identity. This can be achieved through various activities that
contribute to this goal, including visual arts activities, which serve as a
medium through which children can acquire many values and knowledge in
an enjoyable and engaging way.
This study aims to shed light on the current role of the kindergarten teacher
in rooting national identity through visual arts, as well as to identify the
obstacles that prevent kindergarten teachers from employing visual arts
activities to instill national identity in young children.

The field study revealed that the current role of kindergarten teachers
in rooting national identity in children through visual arts activities is
generally limited. The historical and geographical dimensions were practiced
to a moderate extent, while the religious and linguistic dimensions were
practiced to a lesser extent, and the heritage dimension was practiced
moderately. This indicates a shortfall in their role in embedding national
identity in its various dimensions through visual arts. Moreover, there are
obstacles that hinder the use of visual arts in rooting national identity in young
children, which necessitates the formulation of a proposed vision to enhance
the role of kindergarten teachers in rooting national identity using visual arts.
Keywords: National Identity - Visual Arts - Role of Kindergarten Teacher
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