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""Rational Axioms' and their Critical Applications in
Islamic Thought
The Theory of ""Potency’* by Al-Nazzam as a Model
A Critical Analytical Study
Rahma Abdel Qader Abdel Hamid Dawidar
Department of Creed and Philosophy, Department of
Fundamentals of Religion, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.
Email: rahmadwidar.1119@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The truth is that there is no dispute that Muslim theologians
and philosophers paid great attention to rational evidence, and
they knew that it is one of the ways to reach certainty that is
not subject to doubt. Muslim theologians and philosophers,
regardless of their schools of thought, used rational evidence
to prove religious beliefs, ideas and different theories, and on
the other hand, they used it to respond to opponents.
Muslim thinkers have always paid attention to the importance
of rational evidence starting from the axioms or rational
necessities that are not subject to doubt, so it was always the
beginning from which they set out to prove or refute any
theory.
Among those theories that Muslim thinkers refuted using
rational axioms is the theory of "latency and appearance” that
was proposed by Al-Nizam from the Mu'tazila. In this
research, | tried to extrapolate how axioms are used to refute
the theory, at a time when Al-Nizam and those who followed
him tried to prove it using rational axioms as well.
Hence, | presented the theory of latency with complete
neutrality, as Al-Nizam said it and not as his opponents
transmitted it from him. Then | presented the role of rational
axioms in proving it for those who proved it and refuting it for
those who refuted it, and explaining Al-Nizam’s point of view
and the origin of the theory that inspired him to say it, far
from the statements falsely attributed to him.
Keywords: Axioms , Necessities , Latency , Emergence , Al-
Nizzam.
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