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The narrators about whom Imam Ahmad said: |

do not know of anyone who narrated from them

except one"
A critical inductive study
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"The narrators about whom Imam Ahmad said: | do not
know of anyone who narrated from them except one"
A critical inductive study.

Ahmed Mohamed Qasim Abdel Majeed

Department of Hadith and its Sciences, Faculty of
Fundamentals of Religion in Cairo, Al-Azhar
University, Egypt

Email :ahmed_kassem@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Allah Almighty {sent His Messenger with guidance and
the religion of truth to make it prevail over all religions},
and the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, conveyed the message as Allah wanted. The
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace,
ordered his noble companions to convey the religion of
Allah, as represented in his saying, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace: "Convey from me even if it is one
verse." This conveyance requires updating and informing,
which is what the noble companions, may Allah be
pleased with them, did, as they narrated the hadith of the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, to the followers. Then the followers updated those
who came after them from the followers of the followers,
and thus the hadith of the Messenger of God, may God
bless him and grant him peace, passed from one
generation to the next, until it reached the third century
AH, the century in which Imam Ahmad lived.

Since the hadiths were narrated by narrators, some of
whom were just and precise, and others were not, the
science of men and the study of chains of transmission
were taken care of by critical imams and great scholars,
since the first century AH, until it became established and
its fruit was good in the third century AH, at the hands of
a group of imams of Islam, including Imam Ahmad bin
Hanbal, who spoke a lot about the narrators, and among
his words about the narrators, was describing one of the
narrators as being the only one who narrated from a
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specific sheikh, and this is of great importance to the
hadith scholars, in that if it is proven that a narrator is the
only one who narrated from a specific person, then this
sheikh may be judged as being unknown.

While | was reading some books of men that included the
words of Imam Ahmad, an important phrase that was
repeated in several places caught my attention, namely
the phrase: "I do not know of anyone who narrated from
him except so-and-so." This phrase is of great importance
to hadith scholars, given the hadith status of Imam
Ahmad - which critics agreed upon - and therefore |
wanted to track the places where he said this phrase, and
collect them, through books of men and biographies -
especially the books that transmitted the words of Imam
Ahmad about the narrators - and then look at the extent to
which they match the reality of the situation, because of
the importance of that in judging the narrator, and
perhaps his judgment changes from unknown in identity
to unknown in status, if it is proven that more than one
person narrated from him, and perhaps his documentation
or weakening is proven according to what appears to me
from the words of scholars scattered throughout the
books.

Keywords: Narrators, Imam Ahmad, Narrated, Except,

One.
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