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Poetic similes of barrenness in Ibn Rasheeq: A critical
study.
Heba Shaaban Ahmed Hajjaj
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism - Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Girls - Damanhour - Al-Azhar
University - Egypt.
Email: HebaShaban.team@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
Similes have received great attention from critics; as they
have explored their depths and realized when poets differ in
them, and distinguished between the good and the bad, and
between the good and the best, and their books contain
phrases and descriptions that indicate the varying degrees of
their admiration for similes or not, and perhaps the most
prominent thing mentioned in their books is their description
of some similes with the term (barren simile).
The sterile simile is not a type of simile according to the
classifications of rhetoricians of simile according to its pillars,
whether its two sides, the point of similarity, or the tool, but
they are examples of similes that ancient critics stopped at,
admired, and found in them characteristics and features that
distinguished them; which made them call them by this name;
to distinguish them from other similes. Ibn Rasheeq stopped at
a number of these similes and called them the term sterile
simile, and provided a definition for it, but when he
mentioned examples of this simile, he was satisfied with
mentioning the examples, and did not stop at stating the
reason for their distinction; he did not explain to us the
sterility or beauty and innovation in these similes, but rather
he was satisfied with this vague indication in the explicit
definition, and did not stop with the examples, explaining and
directing the reason for describing them with this description.
Therefore, these examples mentioned by Ibn Rasheeq were
chosen to stand on them by presentation, criticism, analysis
and direction; The title of the research came: (Poetic similes
of sterility in 1bn Rasheeq, a critical study)
Keywords: Simile, Sterility, Ibn Rasheeq, Criticism, Sterile,
Direction.
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