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The purposes of Sharia law and its impact on the

advancement of human civilization
Amal Ali Ahmed Ali Shaloufah
Lecturer in the Department of Fundamentals of Jurisprudence, Faculty of
Islamic Girls, Assiut, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

E-mail: amalali.el20@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract

This research aims to highlight the objectives of Islamic law (Magqasid al-
Shari‘ah) and its contributions to human civilization. It seeks to establish
that Islamic law has specific goals and purposes, and understanding these
objectives is essential for evaluating and directing our lives in accordance
with the will of Allah. Furthermore, it asserts that Islamic law is
fundamentally based on wisdom, justice, mercy, and public interest.

The science of Magasid al-Shari‘ah does not merely focus on individual
rulings but extends to the overarching principles and ultimate goals of
Islamic legislation, covering all aspects of life. It emphasizes the
fundamental purpose of human existence—worship and constructive
development ( imarah).

The research methodology includes defining the objectives of Islamic
law, the means of identifying these objectives, and their classification into
necessities (daririyyat), needs (hdajiyyat), and enhancements (tahsiniyyat). It
also explores the Islamic approach to preserving the five essential
necessities—religion, life, intellect, lineage, and wealth—from both an
existential and a preventative perspective. Additionally, the study provides
a definition of human civilization and discusses its significance.

The research concludes with a practical application of how Magdasid al-
Shart‘ah contribute to human civilization. The findings affirm that Islamic
law, with its objectives and principles, is suitable for all times, places,
individuals, and nations until the end of time. Moreover, the study
underscores the importance of understanding Magqasid al-Shari‘ah and
clarifying its framework to the public, as it serves as a crucial
methodological approach for engaging with contemporary realities and
demonstrating the wisdom and underlying principles of Islamic law.

Keywords: Objectives (Magasid), Contributions, Islamic Law, Human
Civilization.
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