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Childhood and Literature: A Civilizational Creation

through an Islamic Perspective
Prof. Dr. Kamal Saad Mohamed Khalifa
Professor of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic Girls, Assiut University,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt

Email: kamalsaad. 78@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract

The interest in children’s literature as an important tool in educating the
youth is not without foundation. No one can deny the profound ability of good
literature to captivate souls, seize minds, and shape emotions. At this stage of
childhood, the child's mind and heart are a precious gem, free of any inscriptions
or images, ready to be molded, and open to learning. If a child is accustomed to
goodness and taught well, they will grow up to be successful in both this world and
the Hereafter, and every teacher and educator will share in their reward. If a child
is accustomed to evil and neglected, they will suffer, and the responsibility lies with
those who were tasked with raising them.

From here, we understand the significance of the responsibility placed upon
writers as they are key educators for children. The importance of the literature
presented to children is evident; it must include goals and artistic characteristics
that achieve the intended effect of meeting the psychological and intellectual needs
of children, cultivating their tastes, and sharpening their sensibilities. This allows
them to adapt positively to life and its changes with sound belief, strong religious
commitment, a broad perspective, and an enlightened mind.

For children'’s literature to yield the desired results, it must draw from solid
foundations and a proper educational approach. The content must also be
presented in an artistic form that integrates all the elements of quality literature.
Children's literature is not just an educational endeavor; it is also an artistic one.
Furthermore, the mediums through which this literature is delivered must consider
achieving the intended goals. This ensures enjoyment and benefit, providing a
vision for literature that can attract, influence, and protect, emerging from a
capable source that believes in the civilizational and human values. These values
stem from the writer's perspective on creativity, which leans towards civilization,
construction, and nurturing awareness, belonging, and thought—fundamental
components that contribute to the development of healthy, advanced societies in
today's world.

Keywords: Literature, Childhood, Civilizational, Islamic, Creative,
Educational.
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