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Civilizational Engagement in the Arab Political Heritage: The
Political Achievements of Abdullah Ibn al-Mugaffa‘a as an
Example

Ahmed Lotfy El-Sayed

PhD in Political Jurisprudence, Faculty of Law, Zagazig University,
Egypt

E-mail: ahmedlotfy50500@gmail.com

Abstract

Abdullah Ibn Al-Mugaffa’ is one of the most influential figures in
Arab political heritage, and his upbringing played a significant role in
shaping his intellectual and personal development.

His translation of Kalilah wa Dimnah is considered his most
important surviving work. The book is divided into two sections: the
first is dedicated to Indian themes, while the second focuses on
Persian themes. Ibn Al-Mugqgaffa's translation transformed Kalilah wa
Dimnah into a universal heritage, not confined to a single nation, as it
was translated into numerous global languages, all of which relied on
his version.

The book had a profound impact on Arab heritage, and notably, its
influence was not limited to Muslim scholars alone. Arab intellectuals
did not only serve Kalilah wa Dimnah through Ibn Al-Muqaffa’s
translation but also through various adaptations, including poetic
renditions and abridgments.

Among his most renowned works is Al-Adab Al-Kabar (The Great
Literature), also known as The Unique Pearl, which he divided into
two sections: one concerning rulers and governance, and the other on
friendship. This work contains widely circulated wisdom that has
been recognized across nations. Ibn Al-Mugaffa' was significantly
influenced by the legacy of Ardashir I, the founder of the Sassanian
Empire, particularly his famous political treatise.

His Risalat Al-Sahaba (The Treatise on the Companions) is the most
expressive of his intellectual independence. Addressed to Caliph Abu
Ja'far Al-Mansur after he consolidated his control over the state, the
treatise laid down a set of essential political principles that remain
relevant for any state striving for progress and advancement.
Keywords: Civilizational Interaction, Arab Heritage, Political
Thought of Ibn Al-Mugqgaffa'.
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