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The Civilizational Role of the Prophetic Sunnah in Achieving Belonging and
Citizenship

Mona Ahmed Batah Mohamed

Department of Hadith and its Sciences, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for

Women, Qalyubia, Al-Azhar University, Egypt

Email: monabatta2373.el@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Humanity has been concerned with progress and development throughout the
ages, as progress is vital for the survival and prosperity of nations. Islamic law
has been at the forefront of promoting civilizational advancement in various
fields. As one of the key pillars of Islamic law, the Prophetic Sunnah has played
a significant role in this civilizational progress. The Sunnah has emphasized the
concept of belonging, which refers to joining and associating with a group, as
exemplified by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) when he expressed
his deep love for Mecca, the city of his birth, even when his people expelled him
from it: "...If it had not been that | was expelled from you, | would never have
left."Furthermore, the Sunnah also addresses the concept of citizenship, which
refers to belonging to a nation or state, and implies the idea of nationality. The
Prophetic Sunnah has emphasized this concept, as seen in the Constitution of
Medina, the first written constitution in Islam, which the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) enacted when he arrived in Medina. This document
established the relationship between the Muslim and non-Muslim (Jewish)
inhabitants of Medina, outlining their rights and duties, and ensuring justice and
equality.Thus, Islam supports the principle of citizenship rights and duties,
which benefit both individuals and the community, without leading to any harm.
The legal foundation of belonging and citizenship, along with the civilizational
role of the Sunnah, is an academic endeavor to uncover the treasures embedded
in the Prophetic teachings. Therefore, it is essential for individuals to recognize
the importance of citizenship in maintaining civilizational stability, as it is one of
the primary pillars of civilization. This proves the relevance of the Prophetic
guidance for all times and places, emphasizing the role of the Sunnah in
reinforcing the values of belonging and citizenship. Key findings from this study
include: the Prophetic Sunnah being one of the main pillars of civilization, the
concept of citizenship—though a modern term—has historical roots in
civilizational development, fostering civilizational belonging among individuals,
and the Sunnah providing a comprehensive guide for life. Researchers are
encouraged to apply the teachings and guidance of the Sunnah to the daily lives
of Muslims, and to enhance media efforts in highlighting the importance of the
Sunnah and its comprehensive role in all aspects of Muslim life, including
civilizational advancement.

Keywords: Belonging, Citizenship, Heritage, Civilization, Sunnah.
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