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Fake News on Social Media in the Digital Era
Ms. Dina Esmat Waly”
Prof. Hassan Emad Makawi**

Abstract:

In the contemporary digital Era, social media platforms especially Twitter
and Facebook have become primary sources of information, significantly
influencing public opinion.

The proliferation of fake news on these platforms raises concerns about the
reliability of information and its ability to manipulate public discourse, So
this study investigates the challenges posed by the vast space afforded to
fake news on social media, particularly due to the traditional media's
inability to keep pace with the digital age. It explores the impact of fake
news on traditional media and seeks to uncover the underlying reasons for
the declining credibility of traditional and mainstream media in favor of the
growing influence of social media as a primary news source. Drawing on
Walter Lippmann's seminal work on public opinion, the research examines
the historical context of propaganda and misinformation.

It underscores the need to understand the complex interplay between social
media, traditional media, and public opinion by exploring the factors
contributing to the spread of fake news. Furthermore, this study highlights
the importance of promoting media literacy, equipping individuals with the
skills to critically evaluate information and detect fake new, And It
advocates for safeguarding the democratic processes of journalism from the
corrosive effects of disinformation and provides evidence-based
recommendations for policymakers to address the challenges posed by fake
news.

Keywords Fake News - Misinformation - Fabricated News- Social Media
- Manipulation of Consciousness - False Collective Consciousness -Public
Perception -Public Opinion.

" PhD Researcher at the Faculty of Mass Communication, Cairo University
** Professor in the Department of Radio and Television, Faculty of Mass
Communication, Cairo University
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