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Narrative Discourse in Qubalino's Novel 212
A Structural Constructive Reading
By Muhammad bin Naji Al Saad

Abstract :

In this study, | attempt to analyze the narrative discourse in the novel
"Qobalino" by the Saudi novelist Mohammed Naji Al-Saaed through a
structural constructive approach, aiming to identify the distinctive
features of this discourse, especially as it completes the discourse of
his trilogy, referenced in the dedication as a reading covenant and an
essential key for delineating the main characteristics of his narrative
style.One of the most striking aspects of his narrative is the remarkable
blend of realism and fantasy, forming a composition of contrasting
dualities in characters, settings, time, and events. This duality is
reflected in the language of his discourse, which mixes the tribal dialect
with formal Arabic at various levels and merges the Arabic language
with American English. This linguistic interplay aligns with the story's
narrative that oscillates between the real and the fantastical, echoing
the central theme of his trilogy—the division experienced by
contemporary Arab youth, torn between their deep-rooted Arab
traditions and their dreams, which they believe can only be realized in
the West, admired for its civilization and liberal ideologies.This internal
conflict is mirrored in the fragmented structure of time, disrupting the
chronological sequence of events and incorporating various flashbacks
to fill the narrative gaps. The setting also plays a significant role in
shaping the trajectory of events and characters. The homeland of his
tribe, Qubala, contrasts with the fictional Caribbean island of Qobalino,
symbolizing the profound schism experienced by the characters. The
structure of the setting reveals the psychological struggle between their
loyalty to their homeland and their new pragmatic ambitions.His
characters endure a deep identity crisis reflected in their dual-natured
names, pronounced first in English and then in Arabic. His characters
vary between realistic human figures and fantastical beings, such as
the character Zukhbila, who exerts a strong influence on the course of
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events while maintaining an element of narrative realism.Dialogue
occupies a significant portion of his narrative discourse, adding
excitement and suspense, developing the characters, and revealing
their inner selves. The monologue plays a crucial role in uncovering the
unspoken psychological tensions experienced by the characters in his
unique narrative style.

Key word :Narrative discourse, language, time, place, characters,
dialogue.
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