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ABSTRACT

Identification of age in clinical forensic medicine is of great importance,
especially when official papers are lacking. Determination of age is very important during
application of certain laws otherwise injustice may harm somebody. When the forensic
expert is asked to estimate age of somebody, he will depend on the developmental changes
seen in his teeth, bones as well as puberty signs. To help our colleagues, authors described,
in this article, different age groups in relation to the Egyptian Laws. The legislator was
mindful about age groups in drafting the articles of the Constitution and the various
branches of law. The present article highlights the impact of the legislator's view of age
groups according to different branches of law, or more precisely, the rights and duties of
each age. Description of laws and their articles in relation to different age groups is
divided into two main axes; the Public law and the Private Law. Age groups in the Public
Law including the constitutional, administrative, criminal laws are discussed in details. In
addition, different age groups in relation to The Private Law including civil, labor, will,
evidence and commercial laws are explained. Moreover, relation of age groups to laws
regulating certain litigation situations and procedures in matters of personal status are
discussed. From this short description, it can be concluded that the Egyptian legislator,
like other legislators, paid attention when determining rights and obligations to take into
consideration age differences between individuals, and his philosophy emerged that he
divided the age stages into three stages: the stage of disqualification, the stage of lack of
eligibility, and the stage of completion of eligibility.

Introduction -

In population science, population is

population science as a constant criterion and
has not explicitly recognized it. In the same
time, the legislator was mindful about age
groups in drafting the articles of the

divided into three different age groups: young
children and adolescents (under 15 years), the
working-age populations (15: 64 years old),
and the elderly population (Heshmat, 2021).
The Constitution and Egyptian law have
given the age groups great attention.
However, the legislator's philosophy to divide
the age into different groups varied according
to the laws and their diversity. The legislator
has not adopted the triple division criterion of
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Constitution and the various branches of law.
It is worth noting that age is calculated in
Egyptian law by the Gregorian calendar, as
stipulated in Article (3) of the Egyptian Civil
Code No. 131 of 1948.

The traditional division of law into
two main sections: Public Law and Private
Law is ancient since the era of Roman law
and is still prevalent in many countries,
including Arab countries, which have
transferred many of their laws from Western
laws of Roman origin (Al-Bayh 2021).

If the legal relationship governs and
regulates the relationship of the ruler with the
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governed, we are referring to a rule of public
law, but if it governs and regulates the
relationship of an individual with other
individuals, we are referring to one of private
law rules.

In the present article, we highlighted
the impact of the legislator's view of age
groups according to different branches of law,
or more precisely, the rights and duties of
each age.

To begin with, we must divide this
article into two axes as follows:

e The first axis: age groups in the
branches of Public Law

e The second axis: age groups in the
branches of Private law

1. The first axis: Age groups in the
branches of Public Law

Public law is a set of rules that
regulate relations in which at least one of the
parties is a sovereign person who enters into
the relationship with another sovereign
(Hasan, 2023). The branches of public law are
constitutional, administrative, financial, and
criminal laws.

a) Age groups in constitutional law

Constitutional law is the set of basic
legal norms that determine the form of the
state, the system of government in it; the
various authorities regulating relations
between them and indicating public rights and
freedoms (Al-Bayh, 2021). Some age groups
have been mentioned in the current Egyptian
Constitution issued in 2014 and amended in
2019 in several articles as follows:

1) Article 80 of the Egyptian constitution
contains a definition of the category of
the child in general, where everyone
who has not reached the age of 18 is
considered a child, and this provision
has had a great impact on the majority

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

of laws, such as the criminal code, the
labor code and the civil code.

The amended Article 102 of the
Egyptian Constitution also stipulates
that a candidate for membership in the
House of Representatives must be at
least 25 years old on the day of opening
the nomination door (Nader, 2023).

Article 141 of the Constitution also
stipulates that a candidate for the post of
President of the Republic must be at
least forty years old on the day of the
opening of the candidacy.

Article 164 of the Constitution also
stipulates that whoever is appointed
prime minister must be at least 35 years
old on the date of assignment, and the
same article also stipulates that the age
of the minister — a member of the
government-must be 30 years old on the
date of assignment (Nader, 2023).

Article 251 of the Constitution also
stipulates that whoever is nominated or
appointed to the Senate must be at least
35 years old on the day of the opening
of the nomination door.

Article 38 of the judicial authority Law
No. 46 of 1972 and its amendments
which stipulates that the person
appointed to the judiciary must be at
least thirty years old if appointed to the
courts of First Instance, thirty-eight
years old if appointed to the courts of
Appeal, and forty-one years old if
appointed to the court of Cassation
(Abdelmoula, 2023).

Article 69 of the judicial authority law
also stipulates that no one who has
exceeded the age of seventy years may
remain in the judicial function or be
appointed to it.
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8) Article 116 of the judicial authority law
stipulates that whoever appoint an
assistant public prosecutor must be at
least 21 years old, and whoever appoints
an assistant public prosecutor must be at
least 19 years old.

9) Article 139 also stipulates that whoever
appoints secretaries in the courts, the
public prosecution, the bailiffs' registers
and judicial assistants for execution
must not exceed thirty calendar years
from the appointment.

b) Age groups in administrative law

The administrative law is the set of legal rules
that regulate the activity of the administration,
that is, the activity of the executive authority
in conducting the daily business of the state,
which are called the administrative acts of the
executive  authority  (Al-Alfy,  2023).
Therefore, the administrative law concerns
the age groups in the field of Public
Employment and the conditions of its
occupation and termination of service as
follows:

1) Article 14 of the Civil Service Law No.
81 of 2016 stipulates that an individual
appointed to a position must be at least
eighteen years of age (Khater, 2019).

2) Article 46 of the Civil Service Law
specifies that a child who is two years
old will forfeit a benefit previously
granted to his employed mother,
specifically the reduction of her working
hours by one hour.

3) Article 69 of the Civil Service Law
provides that the termination of an
employee’s service for various reasons,
including the employee reaching the age
of sixty, may be authorized by a
decision from the President of the
Republic. This decision may extend the

service of individuals holding leadership
positions for a period not exceeding
three years, based on the discretion of
the President.

4) Article 70 of the Civil Service Law
further states that an employee who has
surpassed the age of fifty may request to
be placed on early retirement, provided
that no disciplinary actions have been
taken against him (Al-Hadrami, 2022).

c) Age groups in financial law

It is the set of rules that regulate the
state's finances in terms of the statement of its
revenues and how to collect them, its
expenses and the objects in which they agree
and how to spend them (Al-Bayh, 2021).
Therefore it is outside the scope of our study
and there is no room for age groups in
financial law.

d) Age groups in criminal law

A criminal code is a body of laws that
defines crimes, specifies penalties, and
regulates related trial and enforcement
procedures (Al-Alfy, 2023). From this
definition, it is clear that the criminal code
consists of two distinct categories of
provisions:

e Substantive Provisions (Penal Code):
These provisions define specific criminal
offenses and establish the penalties for
each, in line with the constitutional
principle that no act constitutes a crime
nor warrants punishment except as
prescribed by law.

¢ Procedural Provisions (Code of Criminal
Procedure): These provisions outline the
legal processes to be followed from the
commission of a crime through to the
execution of a sentence. They delineate
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the powers of arrest and investigation,

procedures for referring cases to the

appropriate court, the structure of these

courts,  trial

processes,  safeguards

ensuring fair administration of justice, and

methods of enforcing sentences (Hasan,

2023). The provisions of the Criminal
Code relating to age groups are:

1)

2)

3)

Aurticle 267 of the Egyptian Penal Code
No. 58 of 1937, as amended, stipulates
in the section on indecent assault and
moral turpitude that a woman without
her consent is punishable by death or
life imprisonment, but the legislator has
allocated the death penalty to the
perpetrator if the victim has not reached
the age of eighteen full Gregorian years
(Abu Amer, 1985).

Article 269 of the Egyptian Penal Code
also stipulates that anyone who commits
indecent assault against a boy or girls
who have not reached the age of
eighteen full Gregorian years without
force or threat shall be punished with
imprisonment. If his age has not
exceeded twelve full Gregorian years,
the  penalty shall be  severe
imprisonment for a term of not less than
seven years.

Article 268 of the Egyptian Penal Code
also stipulates that anyone who violates
the offer of a human being by force or
threat, or attempts to do that, shall be
punished with severe imprisonment. If
the age of the person who has
committed such crime has not reached
eighteen full Gregorian years, or the
perpetrator or one of the perpetrators
provided for in the second paragraph of
Article (267), the penalty shall be
aggravated imprisonment for a period of
not less than seven years, and if these
two circumstances come together, he
shall be sentenced to life imprisonment.

4) Article 287 of the Egyptian Penal Code

also includes anyone who endangers a
child who has not reached the full age of
seven and leaves him in a place
populated with human beings, whether
by himself or by others, shall be
punished with imprisonment for a
period not exceeding six months or a
fine not exceeding two hundred
Egyptian pounds.

5) Article 306 (BIS) of the Egyptian Penal

Code D includes sexual harassment if
the crime provided for in Article 306
BIS (paragraph A) of this law is
committed with the intention of
obtaining from the victim a benefit of a
sexual nature, and the offender shall be
punished by imprisonment for a period
of not less than five vyears, if the
offender as provided for in the second
paragraph of Article 267 of this law, or
he has a job, family or study authority
over the victim or exerted any pressure
that circumstances allow him to exert on
him, or the crime was committed by two
or more persons, or at least one of them
the penalty shall be imprisonment for a
term of not less than seven years.

6) Article 338 of the Egyptian Penal

Code includes anyone who takes
advantage of the need, weakness, or
inclination of a person who has not yet
reached the full age of twenty-one
years, or who has been ruled to extend
guardianship over him by the
competent authority, and obtains
damages from him by writing or
stamping bonds of attachment or a
release related to lending or borrowing
a sum of money or any movable
property, or on the assignment of
commercial papers or other obligatory
bonds, whatever method of fraud he
used, he shall be punished with
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7)

8)

imprisonment for a period not
exceeding two years, and a fine not
exceeding one hundred Egyptian
pounds may be imposed. If the traitor
is ordered to take guardianship or
guardianship over the betrayed person,
the penalty shall be imprisonment for
a period of three to seven years.

Article 375 BIS of the Egyptian penal
code contains a penalty of imprisonment
for a period of not less than one year for
anyone who, by himself or through
others, displays force, waves violence,
threats of any kind, or uses it against the
victim or with his spouse or one of his
assets or branches, with the intention of
intimidating or intimidating him by
inflicting any material or moral harm on
him, damaging to disrupt the
implementation of laws or legislation,
resist the authorities, prevent the
execution of judgments, orders or
enforceable judicial proceedings, disturb
security or public tranquility, whenever
it is the penalty shall be imprisonment
for a term of not less than two years and
not exceeding five years if the act is
committed by two or more persons, or
by taking an animal that causes panic, or
by carrying any weapons, sticks,
machines, tools, incendiary, caustic,
gaseous, narcotic, hypnotic or any other
harmful substances; or if the act fell on a
female, or on one who has not reached
the full eighteen Gregorian years.

Article 5 of the Egyptian Code of
Criminal Procedure No. 150 of 1950,
and its amendments, specifies that
certain crimes require a complaint from
the victim to initiate  criminal
proceedings. If the victim is under
fifteen years of age, the complaint must
be submitted by the individual legally
responsible for them

9) Article 365 of the Egyptian Code of

Criminal Procedure stipulates that in
cases of felonies or misdemeanors
against a minor under fifteen, a court
order may mandate that the child be
placed in the care of a trustworthy
individual responsible for their safety
and welfare, or in a charitable institution
approved by the Ministry of Social
Affairs, until the case is resolved. This
order can be issued by the investigating
judge on their own motion, or upon
request from the Public Prosecution, or
by the court in which the case is being
tried.

In cases where a felony or misdemeanor
is committed against an individual, the
court may order their temporary
placement in a mental institution or
hospital, or under the care of a trusted
individual, as deemed necessary.

10) Article 2 of the Egyptian Child Law No.

12 of 1996, as amended by Law No. 126
of 2008, defines a child as anyone who
has not reached the full age of eighteen
(Gregorian years) for the purposes of
care and protection (El-Said, 2012).

11) Article 31 of the Egyptian Child Law

mandates the establishment of nurseries
in women’s prisons, meeting prescribed
standards, where children of imprisoned
mothers can be accommodated until the
age of four. The mother is permitted to
stay with her child during the first year,
but she cannot keep the child with her in
her cell or be deprived of visiting or
caring for the child as a disciplinary
measure.

12) Article 46 of the Egyptian Child Law

introduces an alternative family care
system, providing social, psychological,
health and vocational support for
children over two years old who cannot
live with their biological families,

Mansoura J. Forens. Med. Clin. Toxicol., Vol. 33, No. 1, Jan. 2025



El-Mashad & El-Bakary

118

aiming to foster a  nurturing
environment. The Executive Regulation
outlines the conditions and guidelines
for alternative family eligibility.

13) According to Article 47 of the Egyptian

Child Law, a children’s club is defined
as a social and educational facility
designed to provide care for children
aged six to fourteen, engaging them in
constructive activities during free time
and holidays. The club’s objectives
include supporting children's social and
educational needs.

14) Article 64 of the Egyptian Child Law,

without prejudice to the second
paragraph of Article 18 of the Education
Law No. 139 of 1981, prohibits
employing children less than fourteen
Gregorian years and limits their training
to children over twelve. However, with
the governor’s approval, children
between twelve and fourteen may be
granted seasonal employment that does
not harm their health or impede their
education.

15) Article 94 of the Egyptian Child Law

exempts children under the age of seven
from criminal responsibility.

16) Article 101 of the Egyptian Child Law

specifies that a child under fifteen who
commits an offense may face alternative
corrective  measures  instead  of
traditional penalties. These include
reprimand, supervised care, vocational
training, compliance with designated
duties, judicial examination, placement
in a social welfare institution, or
specialized  hospital care.  Other
sanctions, such as confiscation and shop
closures, are inapplicable to children.

17) Article 111 of the Egyptian Child Law

states that if a child aged fifteen but not
yet sixteen commits an offense

punishable by death, life imprisonment,
or temporary imprisonment, they shall
instead receive a prison sentence. If the
offense is punishable by imprisonment,
the sentence shall not be less than three
months. Alternatively, the court may
order the child’s placement in a social
institution for at least one year. For
misdemeanors  where imprisonment
could be imposed, the court may apply
either the fifth or sixth measures listed
in Article 101.

18) Article 119 of the Egyptian Child Law

prohibits the pre-trial detention of
children under fifteen. However, the
Public Prosecution may place the child
in an observation home for up to one
week, renewable by court order if
warranted by case circumstances.
Alternatively, the child may be entrusted
to a parent or legal guardian, who must
ensure the child’s availability upon
request. Noncompliance may result in a
fine of up to one hundred pounds.

19) Article 133 of the Egyptian Child Law

provides that if an individual is
sentenced based on the assumption they
are fifteen or older, but official
documents later prove otherwise, the
public defender must submit a request
for reconsideration to the sentencing
court. Similarly, if an individual was
sentenced under the assumption they
were eighteen or older and official
records indicate otherwise, the public
defender is obligated to request a court
review, potentially leading to an
annulment of the judgment and referral
back to the Public Prosecution for
appropriate action.
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2. The second axis: Age groups in the
branches of private law

Private law is the set of rules
regulating relations that arise between
persons, none of whom entered into it as a
sovereign. It regulates relations between
individuals in general (Al-Alfy, 2023).

a) Age groups in the Egyptian civil
code 131 of 1948.

It is the set of objective rules that
regulate interpersonal relations in every
matter that does not fall within the scope of
another branch of private law (Hasan, 2023).

According to the scientific meaning of
civil law, it regulates two categories of
relations: family relations and financial
relations (Al-Bayh, 2021). Family relations
include issues of a person towards his parents
and the consequent mutual rights and duties
between children and parents. They include
also issues of marriage relationships and
inheritance (Abdul Hamid, 2019).

1) Article 44 states that every person who
has reached the age of majority is in full
possession of their mental faculties, and
has not been placed under legal
restriction, is fully qualified to exercise
their civil rights. The age of majority is
defined as twenty-one  complete
Gregorian years.

2) Article 45 establishes that a person is
not qualified to exercise his civil rights
if he lacks discernment due to being a
minor, or due to mental incapacity or
insanity. Any individual who has not yet
reached the age of seven is considered
to lack discernment.

3) Article 46 clarifies that individuals, who
have attained the age of discernment but
have not yet reached the age of majority,
as well as those who have reached the
age of majority but are deemed foolish

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

or negligent, shall be considered
partially incapacitated in accordance
with the law.

Article 109 affirms that every person is
capable of contracting unless their
capacity is restricted or revoked by law.

Article 110 states that a minor who
lacks discernment does not possess the
right to manage their property, and all
their actions shall be deemed invalid.

Article 111 specifies that if a minor
possesses discernment, their financial
transactions are valid (if they are solely
beneficial) and invalid if they are solely
harmful. For transactions that are mixed
in benefit and harm, they are subject to
annulment in favor of the minor. The
right to invoke annulment ceases if the
minor ratifies the transaction upon
reaching the age of majority, or if
authorization is granted by their
guardian or the court, as applicable by
law.

Article 112 states that if a discernible
minor reaches the age of eighteen and is
permitted to manage his funds, or
receives them by virtue of the law, their
management actions are valid within the
limits established by law.

Article 173 dictates that anyone who is
legally or contractually obliged to
supervise a person requiring oversight
due to their minor status, mental
condition, or physical condition is
obligated to compensate for any
damages caused by that person’s
unlawful acts. This obligation persists
even if the person causing the harm
lacks discernment. A minor is
considered in need of supervision if they
have not reached the age of fifteen or if
they have reached it but are still under
the care of their custodian. Supervision
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of the minor transfers to their teacher at
school or the supervisor in their trade, as
long as the minor is under the
supervision of the teacher or supervisor.
The supervision of a minor spouse
transfers to her husband or to the person
responsible for the husband (Al-Bayh,
2021).

b) Age groups in the Egyptian Labor
Law (Law No. 12 of 2003)

Labor law is a set of rules that govern
the relationships between employers and
employees, specifically those arising from
dependent work (Al-Alfy, 2023). Below are
the provisions of the Egyptian Labor Law that
specify certain age categories for its
application:

1) Aurticle 98 definition of a child

Pursuant to the provisions of the law, a
"child" is defined as any individual who
has reached fourteen years of age or has
completed basic education, whichever
occurs later, and has not yet attained
eighteen full years. Employers who
engage children less than sixteen years of
age are required to issue a work card for
each child, containing a photograph of
the child and certified by the relevant
labor office.

2) Prohibition on child employment

Article 98 prohibits the employment of
children, male or female, until they have
completed basic education or reached
fourteen years of age, whichever is
greater. However, it permits the training
of children beginning from the age of
twelve, under specified conditions.

3) Penalties for violation of employment
provisions

Any employer or their representative in
the establishment who breaches the
provisions of Articles 73 (paragraph 2),

74, 75, 89, 90, 98, 99, 101, or 102 of this
law, or any associated ministerial
decisions, shall incur a fine of no less
than five hundred Egyptian pounds
(EGP) and no more than one thousand
EGP.

c) Age groups in the Egyptian Will Law
(Law No. 71 of 1946)

The current Egyptian Will Law
includes a single provision addressing the
conditions for the testator. Article 5 of the
Egyptian Will Law stipulates that the testator
must be legally competent to make a
donation. If the testator is under legal
restriction due to foolishness or negligence, or
if they have reached the age of eighteen solar
years, their will may be valid with the
permission of the competent council.

d) Age groups in the Egyptian Evidence
Law (Law No. 25 of 1968)

The Evidence Law comprises rules
concerning the proof of a disputed legal fact
before the judiciary (Al-Bayh, 2020). The
current Egyptian Evidence Law contains a
single provision concerning the conditions for
a witness. Article 64 of the Egyptian
Evidence Law states that an individual who
has not reached the age of fifteen is not
qualified to testify. However, the statements
of those who have not reached this age may
be heard as evidence without an oath.

e) Age groups in the Egyptian
Commercial Law (Law No. 17 of
1999)

Commercial law is a set of rules that
govern the relationships between traders or
those arising from commercial activities in
general (Hassan, 2022).

Article 11 of the Egyptian
Commercial Law stipulates that any
individual, whether Egyptian or foreigner,
shall be qualified to engage in commerce if:
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i. They have reached the age of twenty-
one complete years, even if the law of
their nationality considers them a
minor at that age.

ii. They have completed the age of
eighteen  under the conditions
stipulated by the law of their
nationality, if they obtain permission
from the competent Egyptian court.

f) Age groups in the Egyptian Social
Insurance and Pensions Law No. 148
of 2019 AD, and its Executive
Regulations No. 2437 of 2021.

With the development of labor law,
rules were known as “social insurance” or
social security. They began to appear in
Western countries from the late nineteenth
century to protect workers from the social
dangers that threaten them, such as illness, old
age, unemployment, disability, and death
(Abdel Hamid, 2023).

We now present the texts of the
Egyptian social insurance and pension articles
that specified certain age groups for their
provisions:

1- The eleventh paragraph of Article 1 of
the executive regulations of the
Egyptian Social Insurance and Pensions
Law sets a definition for the age of
being old age, to be sixty for workers
employed by others and Egyptian
workers abroad, while it is sixty-five for
business owners and the like, as well as
irregular workers.

2- Paragraph 4 of Article 3 included its
application to workers in the private
sector subject to the provisions of the
Labor Law, provided that the age of the
insured is 18 years or older, as well as
those engaged in work related to
domestic service.

3- Avrticle 6 stipulates that in order to apply
social insurance for maritime workers,
as well as those who work for
international organizations or foreign
embassies within the Republic, as well
as immigrants, the age of the insured
must not be less than eighteen years.

4- Article (259) stipulates that it is a
condition for the son to be eligible that
he must not have reached the age of
twenty-one with exclusion of the
following conditions:

a) A student in one of the stages of
education that does not exceed the
bachelor’s or bachelor’s level,
provided that:

- Not to work for others or practice a
profession.

- Not reaching the age of twenty-six.

b) A holder of a final qualification that
does not exceed the bachelor’s or
bachelor’s level, provided that:

- He must not have joined a job and
not practiced a profession.

- He must not have reached the age
of twenty-six for those holding a
bachelor’s or bachelor’s degree,
and twenty-four years of age for
those with lower qualifications.

g) Age groups in the law regulating
certain litigation situations and
procedures in matters of personal
status No. 1 of 2000.

1) Eligibility for litigation in personal status
matters

Article 2 of the Egyptian Personal
Status Law provides that individuals who
have reached fifteen full Gregorian years of
age and possess full mental capacity are
eligible to engage in litigation concerning
personal status matters related to guardianship
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of the person. If an individual has no legal
representative, or if litigation is to be initiated
against or contrary to the wishes of their
representative, the court may, upon its own
motion or at the request of the public
prosecution or other parties, appoint a
guardian to act in such disputes.

2) Age requirement for marriage-related
claims

Article 17 of the Egyptian Personal Status
Law stipulates that claims arising from
a marriage contract are inadmissible if
the wife was under sixteen years of
age or the husband under eighteen
years of age at the time the lawsuit
was filed.

Finally, according to Law No. 20 of 1929, as
amended by Law No. 100 of 1985,
article 20 of the law stipulates that the
custody of women ends when the
young man or woman reaches the age
of fifteen, and after reaching this age,
the judge gives the young man or
woman the option to remain in the
custody of the sitter without a custody
fee, until the young man reaches the
age of majority or the young woman
marries (Rashad, 2023).

Conclusion

The Egyptian legislator, like other
legislators, was deeply interested to talking
into account age differences among
individuals paid attention when setting their
rights and obligations. His philosophy
appeared clearly when he divided the age
stages to three stages: the stage of
disqualification, the stage of lack of eligibility
and the stage of completion of eligibility.
Thus, in this research, we explained in detail
the legal texts of all sections of Egyptian law
concerning age groups and the range of their
variety and distinction within various

branches of law indicating that the Egyptian
legislator considers the forensic medical
significance of age groups.
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