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On Prohibition-Laden Negative Syntactic Forms

This paper explores the various syntactic forms of prohibition-laden negation in
Arabic. It was a style used by early Arabic language users to exaggerate
prohibition (nahy) by making it seem pure negation (nafy) to indicate that it
should never happen. The research aims to identify these negative forms and
the particles used to achieve this goal, highlighting their lexical implications
and sematic purposes in signifying contexts. Structured into an introduction,
conclusion and four sections, the article covers five prohibitive-negative
particles: 13, ma, lann, lamm, and laysa. The research found that 12 is the most
common particle used to denote the prohibitive-negative compound sense. The
high frequency of 1a is attributed to the fact that 12 is a key particle in both
senses and has the same syntactic form in both uses. In this sense, 1a is most
commonly used to negate both present and past forms of verb to be in Arabic,

followed by a possessive lam prefix in elliptical or non- elliptical, non-
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derivative nouns (ism jamid). The main purpose of using prohibition-laden

negative forms is to overstate the need to stop or avoid doing something.

Keywords: Ism Jamid, exaggeration (mubalagha), negation (nafy), prohibition
(nahy)
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