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Abstract

The research was launched from a main objective, which is to try to
identify the social and cultural dimensions of religious folk medicine
practices in the Egyptian countryside, by monitoring the reasons that
drive villagers to resort to these practices, while identifying their types
and sources of knowledge of villagers about these practices, while
trying to reveal the treatment mechanism followed by healers in the
Islamic and Christian religions, and finally trying to monitor the extent
of integration of religious folk medicine with modern medicine. The
researcher relied on the descriptive analytical method by relying on
the case study method, the comparison method, and the in-depth
interview method. She also relied on the theories of symbolic
interactionism and cultural diffusion. As for the sample, the research
relied on intentional sampling in the two samples; the first sample
included those who frequent these practices, provided that their
frequency of visits to these healers was not less than five times, and it
consisted of (20) cases, and the second sample included healers in the
research community in the Islamic and Christian religions, and it
consisted of (10) cases.

The research yielded several results, the most important of which was
the villagers' belief in the role of religious folk medicine in treating
many diseases. This is due to several medical, social, religious and
cultural factors, in addition to the multiple sources of their knowledge
of these practices, the most important of which were family
gatherings, friends, gatherings in markets, and gatherings on
occasions. The research also confirmed that there is a mechanism for
treatment among these healers. The researcher made a comparison
between them, and this comparison included (the source of gaining
experience and its years, the location of the session and its financial
fee, and its method, while highlighting the extent of patients' response
to these healers, revealing the most important diseases they treat, and
finally revealing the most important obstacles they face while standing
on their most important suggestions to activate these practices in the
best possible way). The research also confirmed that there is
integration between religious folk medicine and modern medicine
because each one of them has a role that complements the other
Keywords: Religious references - folk medicine - religious folk
medicine - Ruqyah.
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