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Abstract

Imam Al-Zamakhshar is regarded as one of the eminent scholars of rhetoric
in the late °th and early 1th centuries AH, having passed away in °YA AH.
He left behind an extensive and valuable intellectual legacy that greatly
contributed to various branches of Arabic sciences, including lexicography,
grammar, proverbs, exegesis, sermons, and oratory. Among his notable
contributions are his well-known magamat (literary assemblies) that cover
diverse topics. One of these is a lengthy magama titled Al-Salah
("Righteousness™), in which he advocates asceticism, piety, and detachment
from worldly pleasures and desires, urging preparation for the eternal abode
while warning against being deceived by the transient world.

Al-Zamakhshari authored this magama in an eloquent, refined literary
style characterized by clarity and simplicity, yet brimming with various
elements of rhetoric across its three branches: bayan (eloquence), ma‘ani
(semantics), and badi‘ (embellishment). A uniquely skilled rhetorician, he
was profoundly influenced by the art of rhetoric, to the extent that he
authored his renowned lexicon, Asas Al-Balagha ("The Foundation of
Eloquence™), in which he meticulously distinguished between the literal and
figurative meanings of words, always prioritizing literal meanings over
figurative ones. This rhetorical inclination is also evident in his exceptional
Qur’anic exegesis, titled Al-Kashshaf ("The Unveiler of the Realities of the
Mysteries of Revelation and the Insights of Interpretation™), which is widely
recognized as Al-Kashshaf.

The present study examines one of the distinguished fruits of this
rhetorical scholar’s legacy: his magama Al-Salah. The research is titled: The
Magama of “Righteousness” by Imam Al-Zamakhshari (d. YA AH): A
Rhetorical Analytical Study.

This study delves into Al-Zamakhshari’s approach in the magama, known
as Al-Salah, shedding light on his method of conveying ideas and the
persuasive techniques he employed to engage the reader and enhance
comprehension. By achieving harmony and balance in the phrasing and
sentences of the maqama, Al-Zamakhshari effectively delivers his intended
message, as demonstrated through an analysis of the text.

It becomes evident that this magama stands as one of Al-Zamakhshar1’s
remarkable literary works, showcasing his exceptional proficiency in
utilizing language and rhetoric. He employs similes and metaphors to clarify
his concepts and enhance their impact. Additionally, he adopts directive
rhetorical styles, such as commands and prohibitions, to guide the audience,
thereby amplifying the text's influence and reinforcing its intended message.
Keywords
The Magama of Righteousness— Al-Zamakhshari- Study— Rhetoric —
Analysis
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