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Abstract
The late period (664-332 BC) has witnessed various political, social,
economic and judicial changes and advancements; this is due to the
settlement of many people in Egypt, resulting in many transactions between
those people and the Egyptians or among those people themselves. These
transactions required legal documentation to guarantee the rights of the
contracting parties. Accordingly, many documents were found on various
topics dating back to the Late Period. In this paper , | will shed light on
selling of one's self and his sons in the light of voluntary slavery; the
phenomenon which has a strong reaction in Egypt during the twenty-sixth
dynasty as a result of some political and economic reasons. Moreover, it was
known that the source of obtaining slaves and servants was the prisoners of
war, who became in this social position without their will, but the matter
developed for the person to put himself in that social position, which is not
common in Egypt, despite the spread of this phenomenon in some regions of
.the ancient Near East in the previous times of the Late Period in Egypt
Therefore, the study will deal with this phenomenon through special

documents of a farmer called "p3jf~-Bw-<. wj-hnsw”, supporting the study
with some excerpts from other documents to clarify that this phenomenon
was not limited to an individual case only in society, but some other
documents were found for people who put themselves in the same social

status. The documents of p3jf~-Bw-<. wj-hnsw covered the largest part of
the study because they were documented in five documents belonging to him;
while the other three documents belong to different people, and the items of
their documents are similar, with a slight difference, to the Peftaukhons'
documents. Consequently, these documents will be analyzed to find out the
main reasons that prompted those people to put themselves in this situation
and take their children with them, and to know their social and economic
conditions before the sale and how to deal with them. Can they, after selling
themselves through slavery, be freed, or will they remain in that situation
forever
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Mendelsohn, 1., Slavery in the Ancient Near East, Oxford,1949, pp. 14-19.

2-Mendelsohn, 1., Slavery, p. 14.

%.Garcia, J. C., "The ‘Other’ Administration: Patronage, Factions, and
Informal Networks of Power in Ancient Egypt”, In: Ancient Egyptian
Administration, edited by Garcia, J, C., Hdo, Vol. 104, Leiden-Boston,
2013, PP. 1051-1052.

*_Westbrook, R., Slave and master in Ancient Near Eastern law, Chicago-
Kent Law Review, vol. 70, 1995, p. 1635.

> Launderville, D., Celibacy in the Ancient World. Its Ideal and Practice in

Pre-Hellenistic Israel, Mesopotamia, and Greece, USA, 2010, p. 102,
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RIDA, Vol. 29, 1982, p. 65.

-Muhs, B., The ancient Egyptian economy 3000-30 BCE, Cambridge, 2016,
p. 204.

*_Hayes, W, C., A Papyrus of the late middle kingdom, In the Brooklyn
museum [Papyrus Brooklyn 35.1446], the Brooklyn museu, 1955, p. 133;
Seidl, E., Agyptische Rechtsgeschichte der Saiten- und Persezeit,
Glickstadt, 1956, p.45; Westbrook, R., "Slave and master in ancient near
eastern law", p. 1674.

>-Garcia, J. C., "The ‘Other’ Administration: Patronage", pp. 1051-1052.
®.Jasnow, R., "Third Intermediate Period", In: A history of Ancient Near
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L_Cruz-Uribe, E., "Slavery in Egypt during the saite and Persian period", p. 54.

2.Cruz-Uribe, E., Saite and Persian demotic cattle documents, p. 70.

%_Pirenne, J.&Malinine, M., Documents juridiques Egyptiens, pp. 75-76,
No.41; Griffith, M., Catalogue of the Demotic, No.VI, pp. 54-55.
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>_Cruz-Uribe, E., "Slavery in Egypt during the saite and Persian period", p. 53.
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Akademie der Wissenschaften, 15, Berlin, 1921, p. 303; Porten, B.,
Archives from Elephantine, The Life of an Ancient Jewish Military

Colony, Berkeley-Los Angeles, 1968, p. 68.

2_Cruz-Uribe, E., "Slavery in Egypt during the saite and Persian period™, p. 58.
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2-Menu, B., "Cessions de services et engagements pour dette sous les rois
Kouchites et Saites", p. 82.
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* -Bakir, A, M., Slavery in Pharaonic Egypt , p. 75.

®_Pirenne, J., "Les contrats de vente de soi-meme en Egypte a I'epoque saite"”, p. 586.
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1_Menu, B., "Cessions de services et engagements pour dette sous les rois
Kouchltes p. 87.

2. Bakir, A, E., Slavery in Pharaonic Eqypt, p. 75, pl. XVII, [6-8]; Griffith,
M. Catalogue of the Demotic, pp. 19&56, No. 15; Menu, B "Cessions de
services et engagements pour dette sous les rois Kouchites et Saites", pp.
81-82, No.7; Pirenne, J.& Malinine, M., Documents juridiques Egyptiens,
pp. 73-74, No. 39, [6-8].
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juridiques Egyptiens, P. 76, No. 42.).
*_Donker van Heel, K., Abnormal hieratic and early demotic texts, collected
by the Theban choachytes in the reign of Amasis, Papyri from the Louvre
Eisenlohr lot, part I: Text, Leiden, 1995, pp. 178-180, Doc. 13, [2]; Pirenne,
J.&Malinine, M., Documents juridiques Egyptiens, pp.76-77, No. 42, [2];
Menu, B., "Cessions de services et engagements pour dette sous les rois
Kouchltes p. 86, No. 13.

>-Malinine, M., Choix de textes juridiques en hiératique «anormal» et en
démotique, p 54,
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_Donker van Heel, K., Djekhy & Son Doing business in Ancient Egypt,
Cairo- New York, 2012, p. 135; Manning, J., '‘Demotic Law", p. 847;

Donker van Heel, K., Abnormal heratic and early demotic texts, p. 181.
*_Donker van Heel, K., Djekhy & Son Doing business in Ancient Egypt, p. 135.
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®-Donker van Heel, K., Abnormal hieratic and early demotic texts, pp. 178-
180, Doc. 13, [3]; Pirenne, J.&Malinine, M., Documents juridiques
Egyptiens, pp. 76-77, No. 42, [3]; Menu, B., "Cessions de services et

engagements pour dette sous les rois Kouchites, p. 86, No. 13.
¥IY



Yory Jal ool daala o) ALS LdaSas duale 4y g0

Gl LY Ay daw Qe ans Sy (ad) o cpaadl o Gaw lee g
o N e el dal e Gl o pla J8 e A o) ¢ 5] S addl
Gavad s dlea Cant andi png gLl it Loy il 385y i el 3
T G S e A ghne (e G ¢l Ul maamys

Clelsal 2 Glaa Jia QP elad Aima il i ) il s oo
138 Jie g8 Glal 05l agils cJUil g Ola g3l OIS 136 .4l Zapanall il
(MR by cmamaa IS8 ey o leal Gl W sty Y
il s ol sl gl A Gadll oy 50 Gl e
et SV o) eolael (gl pasdl) e adiaw el
Sl J._E\c.\j Cagiliy axy A jilia ol TEY P (i) letouroz 5 ;5
J5,aY) slall b agiali ) Glacal g s Ll

Bidy by Ly aed delaay) TS oLl plo) Gaw L sl

Ol ol ¢ A dalS JS JaSTg i8S " N g adldl an YAYY G4

L_Menu, B., "Cessions de services et engagements pour dette sous les rois
Kouchites et Saites", p. 87.

2-Menu, B., "Les rapports de dépendance en Egypte & I'époque Saite, p. 397.

%_David, R., Handbook to life in Ancient Egypt, New York, 2003, p. 147.

.

L E e

sl Ly sl BuS " 50 =215 wih mw Tilﬂﬁﬁ‘ Timm L s -
(250 [en il (alS) 'S an" s aa oY 38 aads ¢ A0 Lo addl adAS Jiad (S Liaal
O it Agiall 4l deadlly cdile I o Gsely 158 ol 8L saal) B
o8 adall ae el ). oal dilie A Hlad alead) Gans ALl dueall g Gailaie ol S 6 5

T e cdanall usihall g 63D el Ay peaal) ALl 1 opal)
Donker Van Heel, K., "Use and Meaning of the Egyptian Term W3h MW»,
In: Village Voices. Proceedings of the Symposium »Texts from Deir el-
Medina and their Interpretation,« Leiden, May 31-June 1, 1991, Edited by
Demaree, R. & Gberts, A., Leiden, 1992, p. 19; Whb,I , 257, 8-9; Lesko, L,
H., A Dictionary of Late Egyptian, I, p. 103.
>-Donker van Heel, K., Abnormal heratic and early demotic texts, p. 181;

Manning, J., "Demotic Law", p. 838.

®.Donker van Heel, K., Djekhy & Son, p.134.
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L_Malinine, M., Choix de textes juridiques en hieratique «anormal» et en
démotique, p. 53, No.VIII, [5]; Pestman, P.W,& Vleeming, S, P., Les
papyrus Démotiques de Tsenhor p. 64, Text.8, [5]; Pirenne, J. & Malmme
M., Documents juridiques Egyptiens, pp. 68-69, No. 38, [5].

-PestmanP "Marriage and Matrimonial Property in Ancient Egypt: A
Contrlbutlon to Establishing the Legal Position of the Woman, Vol.1,
Leiden, 1961, p. 18; Bakir, A, E., Slavery in Pharaonic Egypt, p. 75;
Pirenne, J.& Malinine, M. DocumentSJurldlques Egyptiens, P. 80; Pirenne,
J., "Les contrats de vente de soi-meme en Egypte a I'epoque saite”, p. 587;
Malinine M., Choix de textes juridiques en hiératique «anormal» et en
démotique, p. 54.
>-Donker van Heel, K., Djekhy & Son, p. 135.

“_Pirenne, J., "Les contrats de vente de soi-meme en Egypte a I'epoque saite”,
p. 590.

> -Cruz-Uribe, E., "Slavery in Egypt during the saite and Persian period", p. 66.
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2—Pestman,P., "Marriage and Matrimonal property in Ancient Egypt, p. 18; Pirenne,

J., "Les contrats de vente de soi-meme en Egypte a I'epoque saite”, p. 587; Cruz-

Urlbe E. Slavery in Egypt during the saite and Persian period”, p. 64.

-Cruz Ur|be E., "Slavery in Egypt during the saite and Persian period™, p. 64.
-Mannlng J., "Demotlc Law", p. 845.

>-Pirenne, J. &Mallnlne M., Documents juridiques Egyptiens, p. 78.
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L_Menu, B., "Cessions de services et engagements pour dette sous les rois
Kouchites, p. 83, No. 8; Menu, B., "Les rapports de dependansce en Egypte
a la Basse Epoche, p. 187; Menu, B., "Les rapports de dépendance en
Egypte a I'époque Saite"”, p. 394; Griffith, M., Catalogue of the Demotic, p.
52, No. Il

2.Griffith, M., Catalogue of the Demotic, p. 19&56, No. 15; Menu, B.,
"Cessions de services et engagements pour dette sous les rois Kouchites et
Saites", pp. 81-82, No. 7; Pirenne, J.& Malinine, M., Documents juridiques
Egyptiens, pp. 73-74, No. 39, [Verso 1-3].

®_Donker van Heel, K., Abnormal hieratic and early demotic texts, pp. 178-
180, Doc.13, [3-4]; Pirenne, J.&Malinine, M., Documents juridiques
Egyptiens, pp.76-77, No. 42, [3-4]; Menu, B., "Cessions de services et
engagements pour dette sous les rois Kouchites, p. 86-87, No. 13.

*.Menu, B., "Les Actes de VVente en Egypte Ancienne”, p. 170.

>-Menu, B., "Cessions de services et engagements pour dette sous les rois
Kouchites", p. 83-85, No. 8-9-10; Menu, B., "Les rapports de dependansce
en Egypte a la Basse Epoche”, p. 187; Menu, B., "Les rapports de
dépendance en Egypte a I'époque Saite", pp. 394-395; Griffith, M.,

Catalogue of the Demotic, pp. 52-55, No. HI-V-IV.
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L_Donker van Heel, K., Abnormal hieratic and early demotic texts, pp. 178-
180, Doc.13, [3-4]; Pirenne, J.&Malinine, M., Documents juridiques
Egyptiens, pp. 76-77, No. 42, [3-4]; Menu, B., "Cessions de services et
engagements pour dette sous les rois Kouchites", pp. 86-87, No. 13.
2-Menu, B., "Cessions de services et engagements pour dette sous les rois
Kouchltes" p. 86.

-Menu B., "Les Actes de Vente en Egypte Ancienne"”, p. 171.

-Menu B. ,,"Les Actes de Vente en Egypte Ancienne”, pp. 170-171.
-P|renne J. & Malinine, M., Documents juridiques Egyptiens, p. 78.
®_Pirenne, J., "Les contrats de vente de soi-meme en Egypte a I'epoque saite",
p. 586.
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