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The Thought of Miskawayh Between Modern Arabic and Western Writings
"A Comparative Study"

Najah Muhammad lbrahim:

Department of Creed and Philosophy, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic

Studies for Girls, Alexandria, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: nagah.mohammed@azhar.edu.eg

A\

Abstracte

The philosophy of Miskawayh represents a significant milestone in the history of Islamic thought.
His innovative approach sought to blend Greek philosophical heritage with Islamic values, drawing
the attention of numerous scholars who explored his ideas from diverse perspectives. This
multiplicity of interpretations has enriched the evaluation of his intellectual contributions.

Some scholars have viewed Miskawayh as an Arab cultural phenomenon akin to figures like Al-
Jahiz and Ibn Qutaybah, combining literature and ethics in his writings. Others emphasize his
success in logically structuring his subjects and integrating religious views of happiness with
worldly philosophical dimensions. Another group highlights his methodical writing style, noting his
clear organization and expansive philosophical curiosity.

Miskawayh's intellectual curiosity has been described as a quest for holistic knowledge, devoid of
immediate self-interest. His practical adherence to ethical principles was evident in his personal life,
where he distanced himself from hedonism. Scholars particularly commend his contributions to
ethics and philosophy, notably his work Tahdhib al-Akhlaq wa Tathir al-A‘raq (Refinement of
Character and Purification of Dispositions). While acknowledging his debt to Greek philosophy,
they argue that he developed a distinctive perspective on the soul and ethics, with a special focus on
the concept of happiness.

Western studies, on the other hand, often highlight Miskawayh's humanistic tendencies. Some
scholars interpret his focus on self-cultivation through ethics and culture as a rejection of asceticism
and isolation. Others draw attention to his emphasis on reason and wisdom, considering the "perfect
human" as his ultimate philosophical ideal, embodying a union of intellectual and spiritual
dimensions. Furthermore, Miskawayh’s ethical philosophy is seen as a key to fostering social
interaction, rooted in Aristotelian terminology.

Arabic scholars have predominantly explored Miskawayh within his historical and intellectual
Islamic context. In contrast, Western researchers have employed diverse scientific methods, such as
textual analysis, scientific methodologies, and philosophical criticism. They have also investigated
cross-cultural influences, examining how Greek and Persian philosophies shaped Miskawayh’s
ideas. From this perspective, Miskawayh is seen as striving to harmonize philosophical wisdom with
religious teachings, reflecting a balance between reason and revelation.

Additionally, Western studies have delved into his adherence to Islamic law and his vision of
happiness in both this life and the hereafter. While Arab scholars have focused on the Islamic
dimensions of Miskawayh’s thought and his place within the Islamic intellectual tradition, Western
scholars have emphasized cultural interactions and the impact of global humanistic thought on his
works. This comparative approach highlights the richness and complexity of Miskawayh's
contributions to Islamic and global philosophy.

Keywords Thought, Miskawayh, Wetings Arabic Modemn, Wesern, Commparaive
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