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Abstract:

Receiving knowledge represented a fundamental pillar of Islamic
civilization in the Islamic West (Morocco and Andalusia). From the Arab
conquest until the fall of Granada 897 AH/1491 AD, Therefore, Muslims
were keen on it at all times and places. The knowledge councils varied
between mosques, homes, gardens, and shops until they reached prisons.

Science councils were established inside prisons due to circumstances
necessitating the imprisonment of a scholar. Or when the conditions of
prisoners allowed them to exploit the time they had to seek knowledge,
Memorizing the Holy Qur’an, and writing literary and historical books.

It should be noted that the knowledge councils inside the prisons of
the Islamic West were not held in the same manner and with the same
freedom as they were held outside of it. Rather, it was held under difficult
circumstances, restricted by prison laws, and affected by his lack of
capabilities. In very rare cases, It was inevitable to monitor this important
phenomenon in terms of factors, And the general climate that helped in its
emergence, and the extent to which it succeeded in achieving its goal of
spreading knowledge inside and outside prisons, Especially since no research
work has been found that has addressed it before.

Keywords: Councils of knowledge; culture; prisons of Andalusia; the
Islamic conquest, the era of the Taifa kings.
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