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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the ethics of commodification of influencers
themselves and their audiences and the extent of achieving a balance between
performance, identity, and the need for capital gains on social media sites, within
the framework of Dallas Smyth’s theory of audiences commodification, which
was more closely explaining the aspects and mechanisms of commodification of
influencers themselves and their audiences. The extent to which influencers apply
authenticity as an ethical principle to deal with their personal brand, their
audience, and sponsored content, and the extent to which influencers are keen to
apply the principle of transparency and disclose partnerships with brands with
their followers, and whether practices that may harm them should be hidden,
through the in-depth interview tool. With a random sample of influencers in South
Upper Egypt who were chosen according to the number of their followers, with
different numbers of followers and according to their activities, then a snowball
sample was applied to reach the influencers in South Upper Egypt. The researcher
asked the influencers to nominate other influencers who would be difficult for the
researcher to reach, and she achieved The study suggests that influencer-produced
content is simply a “free lunch” offered to followers in exchange for their interest
in ads. These followers are then collected - through page views and clicks - and
sold to advertisers. Furthermore; Drawing on Smyth (1977, 1981), followers act
while paying attention to advertisements, either by giving their attention, or
adding comments and creating exchanges in comment sections, and drawing on
Fucs (2012b), followers are also often caught up in what he describes as
“consumer commodity.” “They work by adding comments and engaging in back-
and-forth conversations, this type of feedback from followers is an essential part
of the product being sold, and while influencers may claim to want to be “real”
and “honest,” they are using the platform. To gather a large number of followers,
promote products, or monetize their online activity.

Keywords: audience commodification, Dallas Smyth, ethics of authenticity,
exploitation, consumer commodity, digital labor, personal branding, sponsored
content
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