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Study Abstract

This study examines the role of the African Development Bank in supporting small and
medium enterprises (SMES) as a tool to enhance economic and social development in Africa.
The study focuses on analyzing the impact of the bank's financing, training, and advisory
services on the growth and sustainability of these enterprises. A descriptive analytical
methodology was employed, including a review of literature and analysis of field data from
supported enterprises in three African countries.

The findings reveal that the bank's financing contributed to improving the economic
performance of SMEs by 40% in terms of revenue and enhancing operational efficiency by
20%. Training programs played a significant role in improving managerial skills and
financial planning, leading to increased sustainability and reduced failure rates. Additionally,
advisory services helped expand operations and access international markets.

Despite these positive outcomes, the study highlights key challenges, including a financing
gap, weak infrastructure, and limited market access. The study recommends increasing
financing volumes, enhancing training programs, and strengthening partnerships between the
bank and local governments to provide a supportive environment for SMEs, thereby
reinforcing their role in achieving sustainable development.
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Development- African Development Bank- Small and Medium Enterprises (SMES)-
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