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The Interpretation of Qur’anic Terms by Imam
Al-Kisa’i (d. 189 AH): A Presentation and
Analysis
Abstract

This study focuses on the eftorts of one of the
prominent scholars of Qur’anic recitations and language.
Imam Abu Al-Hasan Ali bin Hamza Al-Kisd’t Al-Kufi.
who was the Sheikh and Imam of Kufa. and one of the ten
recognized Qur’anic reciters. The study aims to highlight
the scholarly contributions of Imam Al-Kisd’t in the
interpretation and contextualization of Qur’anic lexemes.
recognizing him as one of the early scholars dedicated to
the meanings of the Qur’an. Although his book "Meanings
of the Quran" did not survive in its entirety. much of its
content is preserved in books on Qur’dnic exegesis.
Qur’anic sciences. language lexicons. Qur’anic recitation
directions. and guidelines for pausing and starting in
recitation. indicating his vast knowledge beyond mere
transmission to in-depth comprehension and explanation.
The study also aims to shed light on Imam Al-Kis’ai’s

scholarly heritage and his extensive contributions to the
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interpretation of Qur’anic lexemes. with the following
objectives:
Highlighting Imam Al-Kis’a1’s scholarly efforts in
interpreting the Qur’an.
Analyzing his interpretations through selected examples.
Demonstrating the academic value of Al-Kis’at’s
interpretations and elucidations of Qur’anic vocabulary.
The study is divided into an introduction. a preface.
two chaptersc and a conclusion. The preface covers the
development of Qur’anic exegesis from its inception to
Al-Kis’ai’s era. The first chapter provides a brief
investigation of Al-Kis’ai’s life and academic background.
The second chapter. divided into six sections. explores his
efforts in interpreting Qur’anic lexemes through selected
examples. These sections include: the interpretation of
Qur’anic lexeme. grammatical analysis of Qur’anic
lexeme. directing the readings of Qur’anic lexeme:
interpretation through the Hadith of the Prophet &£ Al-
Kis’at’s eftorts influenced by the Arabic language. and

justifications for pausing and resuming in recitation.
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The study concludes with key findings. including
that some of the ten recognized Qur’anic reciters did not
merely master transmission but also comprehension.
utilizing scholarly tools to wunderstand the intended
meaning of Qur’anic lexeme to the best of human ability.
Additionally. Imam Al-Kis’ai is recognized as one of the
pioneers in the field of Qur’anic semantics. indicating his
profound knowledge in both transmission and

Interpretation.

Keywords: Abu Al-Hasan. Al-Kis’ai. Interpretation:

Qur’anic Lexeme. Investigation. Analysis.
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