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Abstract:

This research seeks to shed light on the role played by pearls in
the economy of Qatar, and how the wealth derived from it influenced
political decisions, conflicts, and social changes during the formative
stages of the State of Qatar. Pearls constituted the most significant
resource of authority in the Gulf Emirates, if not the sole source of their
revenues. Consequently, the struggle over this resource shaped the
political power structure in the region. The study elucidates the impact
of pearls on the formation of Qatar's political entity at the beginning of
its modern history. It analyzes the relationship between financial
resources and the growth of political authority, showing how these
resources were a crucial factor in Qatar's political formation, not just
British intervention in the conflict between Qatar and Bahrain, which
culminated in the signing of the 1868 agreement.

Pearls were the only source of wealth in Qatar, and Jassim's
success in revitalizing the pearl industry and trade was the only way to
increase his financial resources to successfully build an independent
emirate in Qatar. Thus, pearl revenues played the largest role in shaping
the emergence of the emirate in Qatar. Jassim sought to create multiple
income sources from a single commodity to secure his emirate's
revenues. He levied taxes from traders, divers, and craftsmen, funded a
large number of ships to secure a significant share of the pearls brought
in each diving season, and owned a large number of ships that worked
in diving on his behalf. Consequently, pearl revenues became the
cornerstone of Qatar's economy, and more importantly, they provided
the financial resources for the political authority to support its influence
over all Qatari territories and establish a local administration, which
was the initial nucleus for building the State of Qatar.
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