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Abstract

The art of theater literature in Iran dates back to a relatively recent era,
but it seems that Iranians have had - for a long time - some theater-like
activities that filled people's leisure time. Additionally, there were
rituals that people practiced during celebrations and special occasions
throughout the year, for enjoyment and to feel joyous. However, in the
recent centuries in post-Islamic Iran, religious-social conditions
emerged in the form of mourning rituals, known as "Shabih-Khani",
performed during days of grieving, expressed literarily in poetry rather
than prose. One of the first to write plays addressing some issues of
Iranian society at the time, inspired by “Moliere", was "Mirza Fath Ali
Akhundzadeh”. He wrote six plays in Turkish, which were then
translated into Persian by "Mirza Jafar”. However, the first theatrical
work originally written in Persian was a short play by "Mirza Aga
Tabrizi", imitating Moliere's comedies, influenced by "Mirza Ali
Akhondzadeh".
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