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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the media discourse in Saudi
drama by examining the film "Al-Khallat" as a model. The
research focuses on how semiotic signs are used to
understand the embedded social and cultural messages in
dramatic texts. The origins of semiotic analysis as
developed by pioneers like Ferdinand de Saussure and
Charles Sanders Peirce are reviewed, and these theoretical
foundations are applied to specific scenes from "Al-

Khallat”.

The study analyzes four main scenes in the film: "At
the Wedding Hall," "In the Restaurant,” "The Black
Sunglasses,” and "Journey Abroad." The semiotic analysis
reveals how symbols and signs are used to express issues
such as privacy, social class differences, betrayal, and social
changes. The film illustrates how individuals use cunning in
various situations to achieve their goals, reflecting the

complexities and contradictions in Saudi society.

The study concludes that semiotic analysis provides a
deep understanding of the hidden messages and meanings in
Saudi drama and enhances the viewer's ability to
comprehend the cultural and social meanings conveyed by
dramatic works. Additionally, the studﬁ demonstrates that
Saudi drama can deliver dramatic texts that intelligently and

creatively address social issues.

Keywords: discourse analysis, media discourse, Saudi
drama, the movie Al-Khalat.
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