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Modernization and Challenges Facing the Nubian Language
Modernization and the Challenges Facing the Nubian
Language: A Socio-Anthropological Study of Migrant
Generations in Cairo

Abstract:

The present study aims to explore the impact of challenges
arising from modernization on the Nubian language, focusing on
Nubians residing in Cairo Governorate. The research adopts a
scientific approach combining both descriptive-analytical and
anthropological methods to achieve its goals. To ensure a
comprehensive analysis, a mixed-method approach was applied,
utilizing quantitative and qualitative techniques. These included
social survey sampling, individual interviews, and observations.
A specialized scale for measuring modernization and the Nubian
language, based on a five-point Likert scale, was developed and
applied to a sample of 155 participants. To delve deeper into the
collected data, an in-depth interview guide and an observation
guide were also applied to a purposive sample of 15 cases
representing three generations of Nubians permanently residing
in Cairo.

The study revealed several key findings, including:
1-Cultural Negotiation: Decades of self-imposed isolation in the
Nubian "paradise” have resulted in an inability to impose
cultural dominance. This necessitated a negotiation of linguistic
identity in exchange for political and social integration.
2-Cultural and Epistemological shifts Change: The hardships of
life and the forced displacement of Nubians from Old Nubia
contributed to significant cultural and linguistic shifts. The
Nubian language Was used within Nubian families that migrated
to Lower Egypt and the Canal cities (First-generation cases).
3-Generational Knowledge Gap: Integration into the labor
market and daily life has led to a significant knowledge gap
ARR!
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among third-generation Nubians, who are often disconnected
from their linguistic heritage.

4-Key Challenges: The main challenges to preserving and
reviving the Nubian language include:

-Urban life integration.

-Market demands and economic pressures.

-Cultural stigma associated with speaking the language.

-Lack of economic incentives to learn Nubian.

-Fear of the language's extinction

-Internal identity conflicts among youth. Awareness of the
inadequate efforts by official cultural policies to preserve a vital
part of national history, not just the history of an ethnic group.
Keywords: Modernization - Nubian Language - Generation
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