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Measurement of Spousal violence against Women and its Variances according to
socioeconomic characteristics: A case study on Fayoum and Qalyubia governorates

ABSTRACT

Violence practiced against women by their husbands is a widespread phenomenon at the local
and global levels. It is expected to spread further in light of the economic pressures on most
Egyptian families and the widening circle of poverty. Therefore, this paper aims to form a general
composite index of spousal violence that can be used to assess the level of violence and to make
comparisons across different places and times. The sample used in the application of the index



2023 sresss — S 22400 (55) alae

consisted of 1023 women who had previously been married and were in the age group (15-49).
These women’s data were collected in 2010 through questionnaires and personal interviews. The
methods used are factor analysis, one-way analysis of variance, and t-test. The general composite
index was prepared through several stages. The results of applying the index, which was based on
the data under study, showed that out of every five women under study, four women are exposed
to some form of spousal violence and one woman to high-level violence, with a significant
relationship between residency (Upper Egypt/Lower Egypt) and the level of exposure to violence.
There were also significant differences between the categories: women's education, their
participation in family decision-making, the standard of living, women's choice of their husbands,
women's freedom of movement, and the composite general index of spousal violence. It is
necessary to direct researchers interested in issues of violence in Egypt and other societies to
collect data on this phenomenon and apply the general composite index to it in order to make
comparisons and identify the size of the problem in many times and societies. Thus, they could
exchange experiences in developing solutions aimed at reducing the size of this phenomenon.

Keywords:
Women, spousal violence, composite index, assess the level of violence, Egypt
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