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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the dialectic of symbol and
religion in Youssef Ezz El-Din Issa’s novel of Al-Wajha ‘The
Facade’, and to examine this entangled relation with a view to
explaining the writer’s methods in employing symbol in terms of both
the objective and artistic aspects, delineating its boundaries and
revealing its relation to the religious sanctity as well as its importance
as an effective artistic means giving the writer full freedom of
expression. The novel Al-Wajha ‘The Fagade’ of the novelist Dr.
Youssef Ezzedine Issa is considered one of the most significant
intellectual novels that strategically employs religious symbolism to
explore religious issues of particular importance from a religious
standpoint. The novel aims to respond to existential questions that
occasionally trouble the human mind and disturb its owner through the
character of the protagonist, who appears perplexed and uninformed
about the truth of himself, his existence in life as well as the universe
he inhabits, his death and the subsequent afterlife stages. The writer
endeavors to interpret this perplexity of the protagonist and answer his
existential questions throughout the novel, utilizing symbol and its
functional aesthetics. The research highlights the issues of symbol in
the novel as well as the artistic aspect that intertwines with this
symbol and benefits from its characteristics in a way that allows the
author to boldly address this subject matter.

Keywords: Symbol, The novel of Al-Wajha ‘The Fagade’, Symbol
and novel, Symbol and religion, Literature and religion.
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