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Abstract
The research explores the issue of poetic plagiarism in the view of Ibn
Rashiq in his book Al-Umda and it authenticates the terminology of poetic
plagiarism according to him, especially that this issue was widely
circulated and discussed in Arabic criticism in the third and fourth centuries
AH and beyond. The research seeks to examine the extent to which the
critics of that stage were influenced by this critical issue with its divergent
and intricate aspects and relevant issues, such as the issue of utterance form
and meaning, the issue of the ancient and the modern, the issue of nature
and nurture, and others. It also highlights the interactive role of Ibn Rashiq
as a scholar who influenced and was influenced by the earlier and later
critics of his time.
The research delves into the types and divisions of plagiarism, some of which
overlap in their respective significance and critical space. This research also
lays the foundation of the issue of ‘acculturation’, ‘intertextuality’ and other
issues that modern criticism has been preoccupied with in its study of literary
texts, especially the poetic text.
In the second section, the research examines the plagiarism terminology in Al-
Umda book with reference to terms stated therein which agree with Al-
Hatami’s book on definition and representation. These terms are in three axes:
A - Terms in which Ibn Rashiq exerted no effort, as his endeavours were
limited to transferring these terms from his predecessors without taking any
action as regards these transmitted terms. He did not deal with these terms
whether through addressing them directly or adding examples, definitions,
or the like. These terms are (decay, embezzlement, parallelism, reversal,
selectiveness and fabrication).
B - Terms that 1bn Rashiqg transmitted from his predecessors and he was not
satisfied with just transferring them,; rather, he discussed, accepted, revised,
modified, and added to these transferred terms. His endeavours revealed
that scholarly actions had stemmed from an excellent rhetorical taste, and
insight into the tools of criticism. These terms are (consideration and
observation, false self-proclamation, plagiarism, raiding, usurpation,
telepathy-based verse, consent-based plagiarism, participation in the
common utterance).
C - Terms that Ibn Rashiq transmitted from his predecessors but he failed
to elucidate them, whether due to poor transmission or neglect of
clarification and interpretation. These terms are (prose construction,
renewed, revealing meaning, poor attribution, false acquisition).
Keywords: Poetic plagiarism, Book of Al-Umdah, Ibn Rashiq Al-
Qayrawani
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