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The Nature of Tax Litigation in the Saudi Tax

System
Mansour bin Saleh bin Eid Al-Marshoudi,
Department of Law, King Khaled University, Abha, KSA.
Emial: mansour@almarshodi.com
Abstract:

One of the important issues related to taxes is the nature of
the tax lawsuit. Tax laws differ in defining the nature of the
tax lawsuit. Some consider it an administrative lawsuit, and
therefore, it falls under the branch of public law. The
applicable rules in this case are the rules of public law, and
the competent authority to hear these lawsuits is the
administrative judiciary. Others consider it a civil lawsuit;
therefore, it falls under the branch of private law, and the
rules applied to it are the rules of private law, and the
competent judiciary to hear such suits is the general
judiciary. Others still neither consider it an administrative
nor a civil lawsuit; rather, they regard it as a lawsuit of a
special nature, governed by special rules, and the judicial

authority competent to hear it is an independent one that is
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separate from both the administrative and the general
judiciary. The reason behind this difference of opinions is
that the tax lawsuit partly resembles the other types of
lawsuits and partly differs with them. This study aims to
focus on the similarities and differences between tax lawsuits
on one hand, and administrative and civil lawsuits on the
other hand, within the Saudi system. Consequently, it seeks
to determine the Saudi system's stance on tax lawsuits,
whether it considers them administrative, civil, or
independent lawsuits.

Key Words: Lawsuit - Tax - Nature - Dispute - System -
Saudi.
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