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Paths of Harmonizing between the Two Principles of
Imam Shafi'i: Abandoning Detailed Specification and

Factual Situations
Ashraf Mahmoud Agla Bin Kinana,

Department of Jurisprudence Principles, College of Sharia
and Islamic Studies, Umm Al-Qura University, Mecca, Saudi
Arabia.

Email: ashrafalkinane@yahoo.com

Abstract:

This research explores the approaches scholars have taken to
reconcile two principles attributed to Imam Shafi'i,
addressing perceived contradictions in their wording. While
some suggested conflict, the majority refuted it, offering
various methods of reconciliation. The two principles, well-
known in Shafi'i jurisprudence, have precise texts indicating
their derivation from the Prophet's traditions. The first
principle states: "Abandoning detailed specification in
narrations of situations while allowing for possibilities lowers
the status of generality in discourse." The second principle,
regarding factual situations, suggests that when possibilities
are considered, it blankets them with the garment of
generality, rendering them unsuitable for legal inference. The
research delves into the first principle, explaining its
wording, meaning, and examples, then moves on to the
second principle, providing similar insights. The study's
primary objective is to refute claims of contradiction between
the two principles, asserting their validity in Imam Shafi'i's
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teachings. The research then elucidates the various paths
scholars have taken to reconcile these principles, presenting
four approaches along with proponents, methods, and
objections. Finally, the study identifies the predominant
approach in harmonizing these principles, emphasizing
differences in legal rulings based on specific contexts. The
analysis highlights areas of agreement and divergence in the
wording of the principles, indicating that divergences
necessitate distinct legal judgments, ultimately asserting that
the first approach, linking the first principle to situations
where the Prophet omitted detailed specifications, while
attributing the second principle to situations not conveyed in
detail, is the most compelling.

Key Words: Shafi'i - Abandonment Of Detailed Specification -

Factual - Situations — Generality — Possibility - Inference.
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