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Astronomical calculation and its impact on the
solar/lunar eclipse prayer: A jurisprudential study

Abdul Aziz bin Abdul Rahman bin Muhammad Al-Fayez.
Department of Humanities, College of Science and
Theoretical Studies,
Saudi Electronic University, KSA.
Email: 4al.fayz@gmail.com
Abstract:
This research paper includes an introduction, three
sections and a conclusion. The introduction addresses
definitions of key terms, then the first section discusses
the ruling on solar/lunar eclipse (K(h)usuf) prayer, its
timing and characteristics. The second section then
investigates the groundings for its legality, its wisdom and
reasons. Then, the third section tackles the impact of
sightseeing on the legality of eclipse prayer. Finally, the
conclusion summarizes key findings and recommendations,
including the frequency of legal texts justifying this prayer
and underpinning it as a confirmed Sunnah act according
to the unanimous agreement of scholars. Besides, there is

no specific time for such prayer, other than the occurrence
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of the eclipse itself. So, jurists agree that it is an only two-
unit prayer that should be announced for through a “let’s
gather for prayer”, with no need for a sermon. It is also
driven by legal and cosmic reasons, and is permissible
only upon sightseeing the eclipse or upon knowledge
received from trustworthy persons. Among the
recommendations is the establishment of a specialized
legal committee to control the legal sightseeing of the
eclipse and qualify the legal rulings based on sightseeing,
besides resolving relevant controversies. Likewise, legal
academies should clarify that the legal rulings are governed
by strict uncontroversial reasons.

Keywords: Eclipse — Eclipse — Prayer — Arithmetic -

Astronomical — Science - Astronomy.
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