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Modern Western Theories on the Concept of

Religion and its Components
"A Critical Study in the Light of the Islamic Faith"

Khalid bin Nasser bin Rabiyan

Department of Contemporary Doctrine and doctrines, Faculty
of Sharia and Islamic Studies, King Faisal University, Saudi
Arabia.

Email: krubayan@kfu.edu.sa

Abstract

This research aims to introduce a specific and general
concept of the term (religion) in light of the Islamic faith, and
to survey the opinions of Muslim scholars and their efforts,
past and present, in this regard. This research also explains
in more depth the concept of religion in Western thought in
the modern era, despite the differences in basic Western
approaches. They are the psychological approach, the social
approach, and the philosophical approach. The research
seeks to explain the reasons for the difference between
Western thinkers in defining religion, define its
comprehensive theme for them, and detail the search for the
primary and secondary components of religion in Western
thought, which were the cause of conflict in the Western
world. Thinkers’ different understanding of the concept
(religion), and then the emergence of different and conflicting
definitions of the subject. The greatest thing that occupies
people's minds is the topic (religion). The research reached
results including: The concept of private and public religion in
the Islamic concept stems from a legal vision based on an
infallible divine revelation taken from the Holy Qur’an and the
Sunnah of the Prophet, and it is valid for every time and
place. While the Western vision, with all its
approaches, stems from a positivist vision that makes
religion a product dependent on human minds. Sometimes
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these studies made it a psychological product, sometimes
they made it a social product, and sometimes they made it a
philosophical product for them, and did not make its source
divine. Therefore, the scope was wide and permissible for
the ideas and hypotheses of the minds of Western thinkers
to study every religion and give theories about the concept of
religion, its components and concepts, and the reason for its
emergence. All of this revolves around the fact that the
source of religion is man, society, or the environment, and
that religion develops and is renewed from time to time, and
there is no specific sacred thing in religion. Rather, every
religion contains something sacred, The research also dealt
with these Western ideas and criticized them in the light of
the Islamic faith, which proves the truth and invalidates the
falsehood of those who say it

Keywords: Modern Western Theories, the Concept of

Religion and its Components, Critical Study, Light, Islamic
Doctrine.
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