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Al-Sakkaki's Method in Grammatical Evidence in His
Book 'Miftah al-Ulum® (The Key to the Sciences): A
Descriptive Analytical Study.

Mutumbai Rajab Thongomo
Department of Arabic Language (Linguistics), at Kuwait
International College of Law, Kuwait.
Email: Mutambayi@kilaw.edu.kw
Abstract:
Imam Abu Ya'qub Al-Sakkaki stands out as one of the
prominent scholars of the Arabic language, demonstrating his
mastery in various linguistic disciplines. His book, "Miftah al-
Ulum” (The Key to the Sciences), stands as a unique model in
linguistic proficiency, encompassing a wide range of
linguistic sciences. Despite his mastery, Al-Sakkaki did not
receive the recognition he deserved beyond the field of
rhetoric.
In "Miftah al-Ulum," Al-Sakkaki adopts the approach of
scholars in substantiating grammatical rules with evidence.
His evidence includes the Quran, the noble Hadith, poetry,
and prose, varying in quantity and significance. The Quranic
evidence holds a prominent place in Al-Sakkaki's arguments,
relying on different Quranic readings when necessary.
Although the noble Hadith also finds a place in "Miftah al-
Ulum,” its presence is comparatively limited due to Al-
Sakkaki's lack of expertise in Hadith sciences, leading to
occasional errors in citing and attributing the authenticity of
certain Hadiths.
The poetic evidence, however, holds a central and significant
role in Al-Sakkaki's work. Like his predecessors in the field of
grammar, Al-Sakkaki often cites entire verses or parts of
them, sometimes attributing them to specific poets and at
other times omitting such attributions. Arab proverbs and
wisdom also contribute to the evidential framework of Al-
Sakkaki, though to a lesser extent compared to poetry.
Keywords: Methodology, Evidence, Linguistic Analysis, Al-
Sakkaki, Grammar, Miftah al-Ulum.
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