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Abstract:

This research addresses the issue of religious freedom and the
justifications for repression and coercion of belief. It consists of
an introduction, five chapters, and a conclusion. The research
covers the theoretical foundations of the right to freedom of
choice, the theoretical basis for the principle of freedom of belief
in Islam, and the theoretical basis for the argument against
coercion and compulsion in matters of faith in Islam. The study
also answers the question of apostasy in Islam, provides
examples of religious coercion throughout history, and aims to
address the phenomenon of 'repression, coercion, and religious
compulsion" by offering an objective critique of coercion theories

and providing logical and religious justifications for the human
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right to choose one's beliefs. As for the research methodology, it
relies on induction, analysis, and criticism, employing an
integrated approach that encompasses all aspects of the study.
The study concludes with several important findings, including
the claim that some verses justify repression and coercion,
which is nothing but a misinterpretation resulting from extracting
the texts from their context, ignoring other relevant verses, and
divorcing them from their historical context and specific
circumstances. The study also concludes that an individual who
chooses to leave Islam, without causing disturbance, commotion,
or spreading discord among the Muslim community, has the right
to do so. It suggests that it is better to have such an individual
living among us, openly rejecting Islam, than to have a hypocrite
who pretends to be Muslim while harboring disbelief and

animosity towards it and its followers.

Keywords: Freedom, coercion, apostasy, belief.
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