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Preponderance and Disapproval, Narration and Investigation
for Jurists of the Hanafi School of Jurisprudence
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Department of General Jurisprudence
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Azhar University, Tanta, Egypt.

Email: drahmedafefy87@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research paper has dealt with the approach of preponderance and
disapproval as followed by the late jurists of the Hanafi school. They have
utilized this approach to give preponderance to narrations within their school
of jurisprudence or disapprove them. This approach is concerned with
exposing statements in terms of transmission and investigation. If the
narration is identifiable by the school of jurisprudence for being proved after
the one who narrated it according to a truthful chain of transmission, the
narration then becomes preponderant. Moreover, the narration becomes
preponderant by means of investigation when the evidence that gives
preponderance to the statement appears after the diligent reviews and
contemplates the narration, and this could be related to preponderance in
between narrations and statements of the same school of jurisprudence. As
for disapproving the statement and the narration, when the statement lacks
proof or evidence, and counter evidence or proof comes to the ground, the
statement would be disapproved by means of investigation but it disagrees
with the consistent narrations of the Imams of the school of jurisprudence.
Hence, it becomes disapproved with reference to transmission. Some
provisions combine narration and investigation in their preponderance so that
they become of the highest degree of preponderance. Other provisions
become preponderant in terms of the narration or the investigation. This
research paper has traced the origins of preponderance as an approach by
defining its entity, stating its principles and rules, putting the preponderant
narrations of the Hanafi school of jurisprudence in order in terms of their
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transmission and investigation. In addition, the paper has displayed some
jurisprudential applications of preponderance, disapproval, transmission and
investigation. The research has applied the inductive approach as the
researcher has gone through the books of the Hanafi school of jurisprudence
to explore the jurisprudential branches relevant to this topic from identifiable
resources. It has also applied the analytical approach which relies on
analyzing instances of preponderance that have been inherited after the
Imams of the school to reach the preponderant or disapproved statement in
terms of transmission and investigation as well as establishing the rules and
principles upon which the jurists based such preponderance or disapproval.
This research paper has concluded that the narration of the fundamentals is
more preponderant than others. Moreover, preponderance varies in between
statements because of the disagreement about specifying the narration of the
fundamentals. Jurists of the Hanafi school may give preponderance to a
specific narration rather than that of the fundamentals if it has an investigated
aspect. It is also possible to arrange the preponderant and investigated
statements according o their degree of preponderance as follows; the first
degree is assigned to the preponderant and investigated transmission whereas
the second is for the investigated only but the third for the solely
preponderant transmission.

Key words: preponderance, disapproval, narration, investigation, the Hanafi
school of jurisprudence
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