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The Attitude of Mu'tazilites towards interceding for those who
commit Major Sins

By: Mohamed Rushdy Ibrahim
Department of Creed and Philosophy
Islamic Women's College in Assiut
Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: m.roshdy77@azhar.edu.eq

abstract:

This research paper highlights the views of the Mu'tazilites concerning the
issue of intercession for those who committed major sins and died as
monotheists. The Mu'tazilites adopt the attitude of denial and rejection
because for them, intercession is related to one of the five fundamentals of
their group- that of promise and threat. In addition, the Mu'tazilites claim that
Muslims who commit major sins will remain in hell forever. They also claim
that intercession is only for those who repent and return, not for the
disobedient or the immoral, and that intercession will raise the ranks of
Muslims in Paradise. The Mu'tazilites supported their views with both
evidence and suspicions. However, there are many responses to the invalidity
of such evidence and suspicions, especially because this issue is an important
doctrinal one which is related to the fate and destiny of the worshippers on
the Day of Judgment. Moreover, there is abundant evidence of its truthfulness
and authenticity from the Holy Qur’an, the Prophetic Sunnah, consensus, and
reason.

Key words: major sins, Mu'tazilites, people of the Sunnah, suspicions,
promise, threat.
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