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Ancient Arab Scholars' Methodology of collecting the
Language of the Arabs in the Light of Modern Linguistics

By: Said Bin Ali Al — Asla
Department of Arabic Language
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
King Abdul- Aziz University
K.S.A.

Abstract

The present research tries to uncover the efforts of the ancient scholars of
Arabic language in their endeavor to collect the language of the Arabs and the
methodology they followed. The research compares the methodology of the
ancient scholars to the contemporary linguistic approach. By tracing the
methodology applied by the ancient scholars in collecting the language of the
Arabs, the present research has found out that the ancient scholars have predated
their age as they managed to establish a precise scientific methodology like what
modern linguists do in collecting and analyzing data for scientific research
purposes. The ancient scholars began by setting the objectives of the study, then
they specified the approach of their research as well as the way they collect and
analyze data. The ancient scholars of Arabic language have defined their goal
which is to collect the language of the Arabs and to preserve it as the language
of the Holy Qur'an. Next, they selected the targeted sample from which they
would collect the language. This sample included the Bedouins who did not
encounter non-Arabs. After that, the ancient scholars developed tests and
criteria to select participants in collecting data. Finally, they kept such data in
linguistic places, then analyzed it quantitatively and qualitatively according to
their age.

Key Words: collecting data, language contact, language attrition,
sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics..
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