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Guiding Brothers to the Difference between
Antiquity of the Divine Essence and Age Antiquity by Sheikh Ahmed Bin
Muhammad Al- Ghunaimi Al- Ansari Al- Khazraji (died in 1044 A.H) [with a
brief Study of the Antiquity of the World and its Modernity in between
Philosophers and Theologians

By: Wagih Ahmed Fikry Abdallah

Department of Creed and Philosophy

Faculty of Osoul El- Deen in Cairo

Azhar University

Abstract

The issue of the modernity and/ or the antiquity of the world has occupied the
minds of the philosophers and theologians, so they handled it in their books. Each
group of those philosophers and theologians has adopted a certain viewpoint while
studying this issue. Theologians, following the apparent meaning of the Sharia,
believed the world to be modern whereas philosophers believed in its antiquity. For
sure, philosophers had their evidence which supported their allegations and
theologians replied in turn. In addition, there was another issue to which theologians
assigned some space in their classifications. This issue raises the questions, is the
Divine Essence antique by essence only or by essence and age? Are the Divine
attributes antique or eternal? Sheikh Ahmed Ghunaimi was one of those who gave
their views regarding this issue and tried through his message to prove that The Creator
is Antique in both essence and age unlike those who believed that the Divine attributes
are described only as antique. Throughout this research, the researcher has introduced
Sheikh Ahmed Al- Ghunaimi, his name, title, lineage, birth, sheikhs, disciples, and his
books. The research has also highlighted the appreciation of Al- Ghunaimi by his
preceptors, and his death. After that the research handles the message of Sheikh
Ghunaimi by discussing its title and examining its relation to him as well as its topics,
the stance of the Muslim philosophers towards antiquity of the world and their
evidence. Moreover, the research has discussed the stance of the theologians towards
the evidence introduced by the philosophers to prove the antiquity of the world then
the attributes of Almighty Allah in between antiquity and eternity. In the division of
authentication, the research talks about the identified versions utilized during the
process of authentication. Finally, the researcher has referred to the approach applied
and added examples of handwritten copies followed by authenticated texts. The
research closes with the conclusion which contains the most important findings of the
research and the recommendations. An index of sources and references is added by the
end.

Key words: Antiquity of the Divine Essence, Age antiquity, Sheikh Al- Ghunaimi,
antiquity of the world.
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