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Imam Al -Qarafi's comments on Imam Al -Razi
regarding the issue of Intercession

By: Arzak Fathi Alsayed Abu Taha

Department of Creed and Philosophy

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Women in Cairo
Azhar University

Abstract

This research aims at highlighting the book "Explaining the Forty of the
Fundamentals of Religion” by Imam Shehabul- Deen Al- Qarafi. In that book:
Imam Al- Qarafi commented on some issues stated in the book " The Forty of
the Fundamentals of Religion"” by Imam Fakhr Al- Deen Al- Razi. The issue of
intercession« the main topic of this research« was included in Al- Razi's book.
The research applies various approaches such as the inductive approach
examining Imam Al- Razi's views regarding the issue of intercession throughout
his books as well as examining his replies to the Mu'tazila (isolationists) and
others. Moreover:« the research applies the inductive approach by reviewing the
books of the Mu'tazila and The Ash'arites to find out about their views
concerning this issue. The research also applies the analytical approach through
analyzing the texts specified and which are related to the topic of the research.
The comparative approach is also applied by the research to compare texts
authorized by both Imams« Al-Razi and Al- Qarafi« analyzing their content and
judging them by displaying the objectives of their authors. The research has
highlighted the issue of intercession in both books written by Imam Al- Razi
and Imam Al- Qarafi. The research has found out that "Explaining the Forty of
the Fundamentals of Religion™ of Imam Al- Qarafi is not an explanation of the
issue of intercession« but it just includes comments which do not contain any
explanation or details as usual. However« there is clear insufficiency to which
this research has drawn attention. In addition¢< in Imam Al- Razi's book "The
Forty of the Fundamentals of Religion"« he pointed out that his reply to the
respects the Mu'tazila remained faithful to in denouncing intercession for
disobedient believers is succinct in this book as he stated a detailed reply in
another book entitled "The great Interpretation”. Despite making this clear
reference in the book of the Forty« Imam Al- Qarafi disregarded it and did not
refer to the detailed reply stated in the book entitled "Explaining the Forty of
the Fundamentals of Religion" in any way whatsoever. It is also due to refer to
Imam Al- Razi's reply to the respects the Mu'tazila remained faithful to in
denouncing the intercession for the disobedient believers since he relied largely
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on the rules of the science of logic. Sometimes Imam Al- Razi considered the
Etiquette of research and debate which uncover Al- Razi's mastery and
proficiency in mental sciences and their applications. It is also noteworthy that
the comments of Imam Al- Qarafi on Imam Al- Razi concerning the issue of
intercession seemed to be diligent and mostly lacked evidence. On the contrary:
the views of Imam Al- Razi are described as thoroughly profound and known
for their clarity of ideas since they are based on reasonable and textual evidence.

Key words: Comments: Issue« Intercession« Believers: Disobedient« Explanation
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