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The Murjites (the Postponers) and their Relationship with
Al- Mu'tazila (the Isolationists)

Department of Islamic Creed and Philosophy
Faculty of Azhari Women in New Minya
Azhar University

Abstract
The Murjites and Al- Mu'tazila are two of the early Islamic groups that

appeared in the Islamic history. Each of these groups holds a great status and
impact on the Islamic thought. Undoubtedly« both groups have been engaged
in intellectual conflict and argument which led to mutual influence. Despite
having controversial points regarding intellectual views« the Murjites and Al-
Mu'tazila held clear relations and this research intends to highlight those
relations. Hence« the main objective of this research is to emphasize the
existence of various relations between both groups. Accordingly« the title of
the research indicates its content "The Murjites and their Relationship with
Al- Mu'tazila". The research includes an introduction< a preamble¢< two
chapters¢ a conclusion« an index of references and topics. The preamble talks
briefly about Al- Mu'tazila. As for the first chapter« it talks about the Murjites
« and it includes four research inquiries; the first defines postponing as a
linguistic term and a concept while the second inquiry traces the reasons beyond
the appearance of the Murjite doctrine and who was the first to believe in this
concept and write about it. The third inquiry studies the phases and types of the
Murjites to decide who was the first to call for the second postponement. The
fourth inquiry displays the public affairs around which the Murjites agreed. The
second chapter discusses the aspects of the relationship between the Murjites
and Al- Mu'tazila and it consists of a preamble and three inquiries. In the
preamble« the researcher demonstrates the meaning of the relationship and
refers to the relation between both groups in the past and modern times. The
first inquiry traces the early roots of the relation in history with reference to the
controversies that took place in between the reverend companions of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him). The second inquiry handles the relation
across the debates between scholars and within the courts of princes. The third
inquiry discusses the relation within ideas and views« and it included thirteen
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issues where there are similar views in between the Murjites and Al- Mu'tazila
as the Murjites ushered the way for Al- Mu'tazila in most of them. Finally« the
conclusion sums up the most important findings of the research. Then the
research closes with the index of references and topics.

Key words: the Murjites¢ Al- Mu'tazila< postponing« isolationisme Islamic
groups« history of the groups¢ Al- Fergany« Khalaf< Abdel- Hakeem
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