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Sheikh Mahmoud Shaltout and his approach to interpretation
Reda Abdel Majeed EI Metwally Ibrahim.

Department of Interpretation and Qur’anic Sciences, Faculty of
Fundamentals of Religion and Da’wah in Mansoura, Al-Azhar

University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
E-mail: REDAebrahim1382el@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract:

Sheikh Mahmoud Shaltout was at the forefront of calling for renewal and
reform in Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, and he is considered one of the most brilliant
students of Sheikh Muhammad Abdou School. He carried the banner of reform
and renewal, and demanded a review of Al-Azhar’s curricula and books, just as
these books and curricula express the modern renaissance. Hence, | wanted to
shed light on his approach to interpretation, through which he shows the
features of his innovation in interpreting the Holy Qur’an, and his influence on
the pioneers of the school of renewal and renewal, Imam Muhammad Abduh,
and his venerable student, the Imam. Muhammad Mustafa Al-Maraghi The
method used in the research is descriptive and analytical. The research aims to:
Explain the approach of renewal in interpretation according to Imam Mahmoud
Shaltout in terms of explaining his previous approach in interpreting the Holy
Qur’an, and explaining Al-Azhar’s imprint on the interpretation of the Holy
Qur’an. The Holy Quran. Among the most important results of the research: an
explanation of the efforts of the imams of Al-Azhar and its scholars in
advancing the interpretation and renewal of the Holy Qur’an. The researcher
began by introducing Sheikh Imam Mahmoud Shaltut; From where: his birth,
upbringing, academic life, jobs he held, his writings, and death. Then he talked
about the foundations of Imam Mahmoud Shaltut’s approach to interpreting the
Qur’an, which are as follows: highlighting the guidance of the Holy Qur’an, the
comprehensive view of the Qur’an in one subject, and interpreting the thematic
unity of the Qur’anic surah, the absence of interpretation on the Children of
Israel and the topics, an interpretation that differs from scientific theories.
Modernity and sectarian differences, highlighting the characteristics of the
Qur’anic systems, commenting on the opinions of commentators that deserve
correction, weighing between their statements, narrowing the scope of
explaining abrogation, and focusing on issues of the Holy Qur’an where there
is no conclusive text. Stopping in the interpretation of Quranic stories when
they are mentioned in the Holy Qur’an, while believing in their truth, without

interpretation, imagination, or documented detail for the Israelis and citizens.

Keywords: Introduction - Imam Mahmoud Shaltout - his approach -
interpretation of the Holy Quran.
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