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Abstract:

Today, we know Greece as a country that has its
own political unity, and its people are united
under one nationality. But this was not the case
before the Hellenistic era. It was the poleis of
Greece rather than the country of Greece, and its
people consisted of separate groups of people who
were strangers among themselves, just like any
foreign nationality. They were influenced by
and blood the
geographical area —the city-state —instead of the

tribalism linage, or small
larger geographical area, which is the country of
Greece that we know today. The researcher tries to
trace the beginning of the emergence of the
identity trend and the role played by the Persian
wars in promoting that notion. The Greeks relied
mainly on barbarizing others in order to highlight
their identity, and this approach led to racism that
was obvious in the writings of their most famous
Plato and Aristotle.

However, this racism began to fade at the

philosophers, such as
beginning of the Hellenistic era, with a new
understanding of identity as a shared education
and culture rather than race or nationality. Then
the notion of identity became an honorary concept
offered by the Romans to appease the Greek
aristocrats in order to ensure the stability of their
After the
Christianity, the word "Hellen," denoting identity,

kingdom in Greece. spread of
became a term used for pagans, while the
Christian Hellenes called themselves "Rum."

Key words: Classical Archaeology, Greek-
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